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To the Right Honourable ROBERT, 
Lord Viſcount YARMOUTH , 
and Lord Lieutenant of the County 


of NORFOLK. 


My Lord g 


AD T been affeited with that itching Humonr of 
Ambition, to raiſe an Obelisk to my Memory,aud 
| to leave behind me ſome tokens, that 1 have had 
4 Being and Exiitence upon Earth, I could have 
experienced n0 a method, or more advantagions Arti 
fice to gain an immortality upon Earth, than by fixing your 
Lordfbips Name, to theſe my poor and weak endeavonrs : 
But 1 ams ſo perfeitly ſenſible of my own Youth and unwor-« 
wes, that far beit-from me, (let others reflet# with what 
ee they pleaſe) to make any ſuch thought, the occaſion of this 
Adareſs ; though I have twourgent Mgtroes, which in= 
duce me to implore your Patronage and Protettion. 
Not to ſpeak, my Lord, (leſt 1 affront the Modeſty. ſo 
innate to your T emper, or come within the ſphear of flattery - 
ſo contrary to' my Genius) of your gentrons compaſſion « 

, mighty condeſcention to all of the Minifterial Funttion, 
which wonld have been too copious a'Theam for my ſmall: EZ. 
loqueuce and Rhetorick to pitch upon, I ſhall acquaint your 

Laraſhip with the Reaſons of this my Humble Dedica- 

tion. A 2 Firſt, 


. ans 
»- "0 2 


Epiſtle | Dedicatory, 


Firſt, To congratulate the Honours our moſt Gracious S0- 
veraign hath ſo worthily, as well as freely conferred upon- 
' your Lordſbip : More eſpecially, in that gy poor ap 
4 choice of worthy Gentry in this County, He hath ſelefted 
nouto lead the Yan in that Honourable Office wherewith you 
are intruſted, 

The Conduit and management of which, I ſhall ſpare to 
tell the World, becauſe Fame hath already x cap / td r0- 
claimed your prudent ſetling, and (which is highly conſider- 
able) your great augmenting the Militia. Go on then, my 
Lord, to perform as worthily as you have begun, that your 
Lordſhip may be for ever famous over England, for your 
Services to God, the King, and his Country ; and at of 
live eternally with that Glorious Militia of Heaven , who 
continually attend about the Majeitick Throne of” the Lord 
of Hoſts. 

T he other Reaſon of the Dedication, my Lord, is becauſe 
it hath been the Lot of the later of theſe Diſcourſes (as well as 
is Author, who bleſſeth God for it) to paſs through good 
report and bad report ;, it hath been accus'd of Falſe Do- 
tfrine,becanſe I ſomewhat plaunced at Eleftion and Reproba- 
tion, though my Friends judged ſo candidly of it, that after 
many denyals, their importunity hath wrought ſo effettually 
with me, that Tammwilling it ſhould appear in the World (in ' 
that ſame impolite and unlick'd form it was delivered in) 
either to clear or to condemn me : If there be any thing diſ- 
cordant to Scripture, or Reaſon, 7 free every Reader from 
from endeavouring to juſtifie me. 

But if they be angry with me becauſe I have told. them 
the truth of the Faith once delivered tothe Saints, and daily 
contended for by the Orthodox Divines of of the Church of 
England ; /et Geneva account it my fanlt, Þll ever efteem 
it my duty and my Glory, # 

or 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
' For a former Experience hath fully convinced me, my 
Lord, that the loyalty of a Sermon- is more offenſive than 
the Super#ition, ao Popery thereof ; If w2 aeny the Le- 
gality of the Scotch Covenant, and will not comply with 
the Principles of Levelleys,. but preach Subjettion to the 
King and his Government, what ao they imagine it leſs than 
a Crime unpardonable? If we ſtand up in defence of the 
Catholick Faith eſtabliſh'd in our Kingdom, and are earn- 
eſt to maintain a Conformity to the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the ſame ; They preſently cry out the Romans will come, and 
take away their place and Nation. 

But alas ! poor miſtaken Souls how are they deceived ? 
Hhenas the ſpeedteſt Voyage to the Court rrp” is by Say- 
ling the way of Araiterdam z For 7am bold to Challenge a- 
uy man of reaſon, to ſhew me a more Compendions way to e- 
rect a Papal Furiſdiition among ft us _— the deſtruction 
of the Religion of 'Edward the Sixth, ana confirmed unto 
#s by Charles the Second. . 

For a ftritt maintaining the Doctrine and Diſcipline of 
our Church, is the only Armour towithſtand the Policies 
of the Papal Intereſt. For nothing can endanger our Re- 
(gion from abroad ſo much as our Contentions ar home , 
- whilſt we ſeperate our ſelves from our Churches, and are 
crumbled into little Sefts and Parties. He give too great 
advantages and opportunity for a Common Enemy to break 
in upon Ks, which the Romaniſfts are ſo quick-ſighted to eſpy, 
that it is upon this account they ſend their little Agents a- 
mong us, who make it their. ſole buſineſs flily to inſinuate 
themſelves, and creep into the boſoms and humours of our 
People, encouraging and fomenting all yn differences , 
purſuant to that ſecret End, onwhich they are ſent ow Em- 


Jos ds 
Now that your Lordſhip may be more particularly ſatis- 
fied inthe werity of this confident Aſſertion ; 17 humbly de- 
| " & 


3 fire 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
fire your Lord(hip, at your greateſt conveniency, to conſult 
the Hifor of Henry the Fonrth ing of France, written 
by the Biſhop of Rhodes ; aud alſo that of the Spaniſh Mo- 
naachy, whoſe Author is. Campanella : 7» both which 7 
have obſerved, that after a large Diſconrſe of the intended 
{nvaſions of thoſe two Potent and Mighty Princes on the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, being incited therennto by the 
forcible perſwaſions and commanas of Rome, as much as 
pricked forward by their own. Ambition : They eſpecially de- 
clare their Fudgements cf the Means and Inſtruments to be 
applyed for the Ruine and utter Subverſion of the Church of 
England » this manner ; That there was nobetter Artifice, 
than by cauſing Diviſions and Diſſentions amongit the Eng- 
liſh, andby a continual encouraging and foitering the ſame ; 
and that it was no eafie Province to eradicate and overthrow 
their Religion, unleſs by the Foundation of ſome certain 
Schools or Academies in Flanders, that the Students there- 
of may diſſeminate and ſcatter abroad Seeds for Diviſions in 
Natural and Theological Sciences, which would diſorder and 
diſcompoſe weir Opinions, and unhinge and unſettle their 

Fudgements : For, ſay they, the Engliſh'are of a temper 
and conſtitution much: tending to Novelties, and incli- 
ning to changes, and theretore the Effets of ſuch a 
Contrivance will be very conſiderable. 

Now leaveit to your Loraſhip*s better Fudgement and 
Experience, whether this hath been put in prattixe or not , 
and whether the Lealous Brethren of England'be not indu- 
ſtrious to forge Gives and Fetters to ſhackle'themfelves with- 
al, whereas, poor deluded Souls ! they might ſee, if they 
pleas'd, they are the Agents imployed by Rome'to defeat and 
deſtroy:the Religion. 0 Chrife, and-to promote the' Frrors 


of Antichrift : For what can be a more Popular Argument 
70. uſe. for the ſeduttion of ſoft-minded and gu 4 aanpe tor 
Proteitants, anato draw them off from us, 


an to extol 
and 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

and magnific the perfet# unity of their Church, and to lt- 
ment and pity the ſad ditraiFions and divifions of ours. For 
though men of reading and I can ut, _— 
them, and prove it a Church by far leſs at nnity then our 
own ; yet #till this Argument may be forcible with them, who 
have not leiſure and ? ortunity to come to know ſo much of 
them, but they daily © Verve men endeavouring to rend our 
Church in pieces, and cut it into little bits and mam- 
mocks. 

Nevertheleſs I will not flatter my ſelf, that thoſe who 
believe nothing but whas themſelves ſpeak or own, will con- 
ſent to the Dottrine of this TRUT H. towit, That they who 
pretend an inbred averſion to Popery, and exclaim moſt 4- 
gainſt Rome, are moſt inſtrumental in procuring our Sla- 
very unto that ſee, For they are generally ſo wedded to their 
Erroneous Opinions, that none can behold the beauty and 
glory of an Object, but thoſe who borrow their Eyes to con- 
template withal: Nay, had 7 not begg'd your Lordſhips Pro- 
tettion (for who dare avow if a Perſon ſo honourable will be 
pleasd to countenance) I could have expetted nobetter than 
my uſual Entertainment, the worſt of their ſpleen and ma-- 
lice : For if we will not yn Humour, Conſcience , and No- 
velty, Religion ; if we have not the preciſe Cut, and walk in 
their Exatt Geometrical Saintſhip or form of Godlineſs , 
they preſently conclude us ſcandalous and ungodly : But let 
our Opinions and Fudgements concentre with their Difta- 
mens, and then the Vindis preſently turw'd ; for they will 
Judge more candialy of our ations, by blaming the infirmity 
of the Fleſh, and weakneſs of humane Nature for Attions 
of ſhame and debauchery ; becauſe the conſtruttion of our 
Deeds muſt differ equally with thoſe of our Principles : Nay 
further , they will wreſt them ( with the ſame Licence they 
miſ-interpret the Scriptures) to make them ſpeak according 
to their Senſe and Opinion, From ſuch Perſons [ og 

pets 


? et IR A _ MY edt ai BIT ont Li 
= 4 » <0 : . Gs 07" 3 IS 3 » ra. Goofs; AST. 
: I - 7 . —- , S” * 6 WG "Ob. 4 bi __ 4. 
"7 4 / a 
; SST 6 SF "AM ty. , 
>... -* 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tell ay indifferent uſage, unleſs your Zordſbip favour, what 
otherwiſe they will certainly diſaffed , jd | > 16.4 your 
Lordſhips Pardon for the dedication of theſe Di - gp 

" (IDE 


fo unworthy your Patronage ) is the Humble rater þ 


Your Honours moſt faithfully 
| devoted Servant 


RA. Scamler, 
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Pſalm. 34. 19- 
Great (or many) are the Troubles af the Righteous, but the 
Lord will deliver him out of- all. 


HEN thc World was in its Cradle;and 
= in her Swadling Clouts, The 
| Wiſdom of Heaven thought it conveni- 


| ent to educate the render. years of In- 
tant-Piety with the alluring hopes of a temporal Proſpe- * 
rity,to prompt and encourage men toa ready entertain- 
ment of her Services : For had Religion in her tender 
years appear*'d with anauſtere look and-moroſe behavi- 
oursſhe muſt of neceſſity have had fewer admirers of her 
Beauty, Leaſt therefore ſhe ſhould meet but with a 
flender- reſpe& and mean entertainment, ſhe came into 
the World with a mild' aſpe& and for her dowry had 


B all 
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The State of | 


all the advantages ofa temporalfelicity, entituled up- 
on her followers, which was the ſtate of her firſt mani- 
feſtation, or making her ſelf known to the World. 


But when, ſhe was grown ſomewhat glder.agd of 2 
more done conltit tion, rod fiſt hn coufting 
men'by the hopes of her Þertion of ſplendig®prefer- . 
ments, and goodly heritages, that they. might-be ena- 
moured of her Beauty and not of the Appendaats, that 
he might ſee whether-it was out of pure and undefiled 
love to Religion, or outi of affeftion to the World, 
which made them to comply with the obſervance of 
his Laws, upon which account he did then command 
them to renounce the-World and all their hopes there- 
in, that they ſhould no longer live by ſenſe , but Faith, 
that they muſt expect to be encountred with ſorrows 
and 2Mitions, calamities and croſles, if they would be 
_ his children, and lead a vertuous and godly 
life 


And this is that condition of the marcus Holy Da- 


3d deſcribeth inthe text, where looking on the'mitſe- 
ries they ſuffer, he ſeemeth to cry, "Great are the trou- 
bles of the Righteous ,; reſpeQing the Promile he ſeemeth 
to ſing the Zord mill deliver them out of all; Both whith 
make our lives fitly compar'd toa Muſick-book, where | 
we ſhall ſeldom obſerve -many, white notes, bus the 
art intermixed with black, and both together conipoſe 
the ſweeteſt cendoqr i Fs 6 | 
© © God ſets us our leflon ina little book git contains no 
more then two pages, one ſtiled conſolation. the other 
diſſolution, *tis neceſſary for both to take their turns's 
Tn. the day. of proſperity, remember thy. ſelf of adverfi- 
ty, In the day of;adverſity. comfort: thy {elf with the 
Hopes of proſperity: For the divine providence-\min- 
gles our life 'as one would Wine and Water hy: the 
| : ame 


= net rn, Br Y_. > 


whett Heav'h hath been concerned i6 procuring 


the Righteaus. 
»& | 
fame'Cup,:Some. drink the- pureſt} others. the moſt 
-— pane raſte a. Commixtion, for great ire the 
FY ; 

This Pſalm the Fiweet Singer of That compoſid after 
he” had-chang*F. his/ Behaviour and feigned himſelf 
mat 4ry{the”:Coire: of -Abimmeleeh his deadly enemyy 
whick 'diffimulation! proved ;&' means for - ha 
deliverance from that imminent peril which othe 
wiſe had moſt infallibly proved fatal. 

He therefore no ſooner ſaw the net broken; and hin. 
ſelf eſcaped 45 a Bird from the hand of the Fowler bur 
he tunes his inſtrument and falls a warbling' forth the 


praiſes of the Almighty, ſaying, 7 mill always praiſe the le 


—_ which may ſerve as a reproach to them who day- 

obſerve the benigne providence of God in prote&ing 
= from thoſe perils and dangers, which are obyious 
to all amidſt'the changes'and ehances.of this mortal 
life, yet ſeldom or never ſend up their ' raiſes to him, 
from whence cometh their help; Nay, they will ſearce 
be brought to acknowledge *cis the hand of 'the Lord 
which hath'brought CT things'topas.- 

But Holy David here" thinks it tos od 't petfor: 
mance for none but himſelfto-fing the marvelous kind- 
nefs of the Lo?d; he therefore entreats others'ts' ber a 
part with hin-in this conſort of thankſgiving; faying,' 
Oh magnifie the Lord with me, and let ws, expadh: he Nimere V-Þ 

gether. KOs. 

But" alas: Men thidle' they exceed It thier wy, if 
Ec 

verance they ery out with the Pharifee, Ot F thank 


thee';( and'conteitit tootroubleſotiie and. terot in 
vicd to bealeys t THobthy his 1oy ing Klageh anko 
others.” ih ,H IO DINLDFAQT 9113 1 ing Ki OI Ef; 
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Fob 14. 1. 


. The State 
Our  P/aimift therefore to ;protn 


and. enc © 
them to this holy dury and -to incite them to. rn. 
ons up a Catalogue of the many privileges of the Right-« 
eous. ' How that their crys will pierce 'beyond the 


Clouds, and ſound in the ears of God, for they are open 
to their complaint, how that he is nigh unto them thar 
are of;a broken heart, and ſaveth-ſuch'as be of a con- 
trite ſpirit. 

Yea, letnever ſo many ſorrows and afflictions - op- 
preſs the Righteous, yet ſtill in his appointed time and 
pleaſure he will not vg eo them from the lighteſt 
and.leaſt burthenſome, but alſo from the moſt torment- 
ing and direſom, yea, from all and every one of them, 
For though great are the troubles of the Righteows, yet the 
Lorawill TH him out of all, 


Hhich words preſent u with theſe Two Conſiderations. 


Firſt,” The condition of the' Righteous man upon 
earth, or the Religious perſon'/preſented tous in Sables, 
with aſhes ſprinkled on-his head, his garments rent, his 
heart broken, himſelf a companion,a man and friend of 
lorrows, Great arethe Troubles, &C. + 4 

Secondly, We havea confident aſſurance of this mans 
delivery ſrom this his forlorn cſtate, Zhe Zord will deli- 
ver him-out of all. WT: | 

T He begin with the State of the Righteous npon earth, 
: Manthaticboxn of « Woman hath but a ſhort time to live, 


and is full of mifery , faith that pifture of patience and 

chapeof miſery, Holy Fob, who took the heigth 
of other mens miſeries by ſurveying his own afflicti- 
00s ; for, though he was. an. upright. man, one who had 
an awful reverence for the majeſtie of Heaven, and 
that combining with his love, cauſed him to ſhun all 
1: —_—- OC* 


%- 


of the Reiphteous. 


occafions and. pptomo_ of evil; yet ſtill as heendea- 
voured toavoidall the tempting evils of fin , the evil 
of afflictions purſued him cloſe at his heels, for he was 
filled to the brim with the very Gall and Bitterneſs of 
Sorrows. 

How was he ſequeſtred from all the Bleſſings of this 
Life? plunder'd ofhis Earthly Goods !. robb'd of his 
Children, the little models oft himſelf ! and from the. 
nands of an ill-adviſing Wife, delivered into the hands 
of Satan, to be buffeted and ſcourged at his pleaſure. 

Few andevil have been the days-of my life,ſaith the Patri- 


arch Zacob, one of the chief Darlings of God, =_ what Ger. 47. 9e- 
a 


a large draught did he drink of the Cupof ſalt Tears 
of afflitions ! How was: he baniſhed from. the knees 
of his aged Father !. from the boſom of his loving and 
tender-hearted Mother ! Wha; an inveterate enemy 
to him was his Brother Z/a« 2 who forced him to tra- 
vel into a-ſtrange Country, only. accompanied with 
his Staff and his Scrip , almoſt clad with. no other 
Garments than the ſable-weeds of wo ;z having no 0- 
ther Bed than: the cold.Earth to reſt his wearied and 
tender Limbs, no other Canopy than that of Heaven ;. 
no other Pillow than a Marble-ſtone , which, like a 
kind-hearted Hoſt, did; by,its weeping, ſeem-to com- 
miſerate the hard misfortune of this unhappy Pilgrim; 
who, after all this, was conſtrain'd for meer mainte- 
nance tvſerve: a. Pagan in a ſtrange Land, for. manly 
years. 

Yes, and as we have ſeen the aflitions of this pi- 
ous manin his own perſon, - ſo we may track the foot- 
Reps of them in that of his Off-ſpring, for they were 
the Coheirs, not only of his ſubſtance, but alſo of his 
ſorrows. | But to diſcourſe of all their troubles, croſles, 
and tribulations, would make your cars undergo an #- 


gyptian 


The State of- © 
{vr Tyranny, whilft we paſſed' through this Wil- 
rnefs of wo. '/Fhis-then ſhall ſuffice, that they walk- 
ed through the Red-Sea of aMittion, before they ar- 
rived at the Promiſed Land of Canaay. 

Nevertheleſs theſe People were Gods own choſen 
Inheritance, or, to uſe the Prophets expreſſion, the 
Friends'of God and greater fayourites in'the Court 
of Heaven. ' . | | 

Notwithſtanding which, the Wiſdom of Heaven 
thought it convenient to purifie them in the Furnace of 
Afflictions, the more glorioufly- to adorn them with 
thoſe Spiritual Ornaments, which can render them 
moſt amiable in the Eyes of the great King, 

But amongſt all, who have ſuffered afflition, who 
ever met with more hardſhips than. David 7 For he, be- 
ing a Type of Chriſt, was ; is hedged about with 
the Crols, as Chriſt was contemnedof his Country- 
men, ſo David of his Brethren : As Chriſt fled into #- 
£ypt, 10 David unto Gath : As Chriſt received Food of 
Women, ſo David of Abigail: As Herod perſecuted 
Chriſt, ſo Sa«/perſecuted David: Yes, and the wrath 
' of the' King created a number of Enemies, inſomuch' 
that though he was annointed, he could nor reign ; and 
when he reigned , his reign was but a Warfare : The 
Philiſftines againſt him, the Amorites againft him, the 
Edomites againſt him, yeaand Abſalom too, for whom 
he would have died, roſe up againſt him. 'His-Son-; 
who was his darling, prov*d Traitor unto him; and 
Viper-like, fought to deprive hin of life, who gave 
him breath: Is it ſtrange then that Davidaffirms? 
Great are the troubles, rc. © 13423 Jap Th 
-1/But perhaps ſome' may confeſs, Tis true; whilſt 
Religion was clouded, hind the Law had ſhadowed the 
brightneſs thereof, ', men were /overſpread hone” eas 

YG, amities 


The Rightiinr 7 


lamities and troubles, but {o ſoon as the Son of Righte- 
ouſneſs aroſe, he diſperſed not only the miſts and obſcu- 
rities that were under the Law, but alſo that gloomi- 
neſs of forrows which had '{cized oa mens ſpirits ; and 
ſince Chriſt is come and bath preached the Kingdom 
of the Goſpel, our days: are the Halcyon, and weather 
Sun-ſhine. 

To which Ianſwer. 

If we take a proſpe& of the troubles of the Righte- 
ous under the Law, we ſhall conclude it was but a little 
Cloud which aroſe like the Palm.of a mans hand in re- 
ference to thoſe Storms and Tempeſts, which have wni- 
ted and ſpread themſelves over the face of the whole 
earth, under the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, for in tem- 
poral bleſſings andearthly felicities, the Law hathi the 
preeminence. | 

For 1n the time of the Law, God promiſed to Moſes, Dem. g. 14. 
for a reward of his faith and obedience, to make of him 
4 great Nation z But the bleſſed Jeſus faith, My Flock it 
i a little one, 

In the time of the Law, Abraham the Father of rhe Gen. 15. 
faithful, was bleſſed with the promiſe of plenty and a- 
bundance, ll the Zand which thou ſeeit,to thee will T give 
it and to thine inheritance for ever, yes, and our Royal 
Prophet cou'd ſay, that the Righteows ſhall poſſe the Land, 7. 37.22. 
nay,a little after he teſtifierh that /he had obſerved for 
* many years together yet ever could ſeetbe —_ Or- and 25. v. 
ſaken, or any of their Seed begging their Bread, tor in thoſe 
days Proſperity did ſeem as it were entailPd on none 
but the Righteous Perſon ; But fince Chriſt came to 
ſettle the-Gofpel inthe World, 7empora mutantur, and 
the bleſſings-of the godly are of a contrary die and com- 
plexion, Mcaxolo ot Ff I Nayak vo WWE x0: SPotogn!ns Bleſſed Mg. 5.10.11 » 
are you when perſecuted for Righteoſneſ# ſake , Fre: 


As 14.22. 
Heb. 12. 5,7. 
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bleſſed are you" when men ſhall revile you, ' and ſpeak win 
me gn every thing that' evil of you for my name 

aKke, 
He muſt through many Tribulations enter the Kingdom 
of God ; So again , Whom the Lord loveth he ſconrgeth, 
and chaſtneth every Sop whom. he receiveth, 

We are therefore a Spurious __ and no true 
Children of God, if exempt from afliftions. Quos 4- 
-0, arguo & caſtigo; Thoſe whoare my Darlings anfl Fa- 
vourites, whom I honour with. the moſt Signal Teſti- 
monies: of my love, 7rebuke and chaiten, 

They are the Oxen deſtined for ſlaughter, which 
graze in green Paſtures, but thoſe appointed for a more 
mild and gentle uſage, are dayly harraſed with labour 
andſubje& totravail. The barren Tree is not beaten, 
but the Tree planted by the River ſide bringing forth 
fruit'in due ſeaſon. | Y 

We read that the Stones which were to beautifie the 
"Temple of Solomon, were hewn and {quared before they 
were thought meet for ſo glorious a Fabrick : every 
Chriſtian in like manner muſt expeCt to be encountred 
with ſorrow and calamities to fit and poliſh them for 
the building up that Triumphant Church, whereof Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Head; no marvel then that great are the 
troubles of the Righteows. 

For if we refle&t on them with an impartial eye, we 
ſhall conclude them highly conducive to the good and 
-benefit of Gods Children. | 

For-doIown the right and Sovereignty of God over 
me? ifſo, Imuſt conſequently ſubmit to his hand, kiſ- 
ing the 'Rod that ſcourgeth me, and then my aMliQi- 
ons will be more medicinal then aſtlictive. 

For without doubt we cannot furficiently reliſh the 
{weetneſs of good without the tryals of evil, Foſeph 


MOoutn- 


The Righteous. 
2d onthe Triumphant Chariot of Phayzoh by Priſons 
and Fetters,-David to the Throne of Saul by many per- 
{ecutions, and they thought their great -proſperities to 
be much more-pleaſant, becauſe they were uſhered in 
by ſharp aflictions, as Wine is moſt pleaſant after the 
Lees of Vinegar. | Jo 267%G 

Nay, let us but conſult Nature we may make the 
ſame remarques, where we ſhall behold the Sun dart- 
ing forth more brisk and lively Rays-after an Eclypſe, 
The Sea more calm after it hach been diſcompos'd and 
rufN*d by a Tempeſt, ; and the Air miich fairer when 
it hath wept thoſe ſhowrs which did obſcure its bright- 
neſs, /upon which account Sexecas did affirm that 
Storms and Tempeſts did contribute to the clearneſs of the 
Heavens and ſmoothneſs of the Sea, even ſo the enterchanges 
of proſperity and adverſity did much comtribute to the happi- 
neſs of men. 

How could we judge of that pleaſure the Spring and - 
Summerentertain us with, if they were not uſhered in 
by the Piercing winds and cold of rhe two contrar 
Seaſons: Neither can happineſs delight us, till we Grit 
bear theaftronts of infelicity. 

For was it iggthe power of humane nature to pre- 
{cribe an antidote as a preſervative from all manner 
of miſeries, that very want of miſeries would prove'an 
occaſion of miſery, becauſe the mind cloyed with con- 


. tinual /happineſs would prove a glut ' and | burthen to 


it. ſelf, diſguſting that ar laſt, which an intermiſſion 
would have rendred pleaſant. . 

Doth not'that meat which is moſt pleaſing toour pal- 
lats, by our _ feaſting thereon', both take away 
our appetite and proves loathlome and not to be en- 
dured! ER, | | 

Even fo it-is with the pleaſures of this world ne- 
ver 
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ver more unpleaſant than when they are not ſerved up 
with the ſowr herbs of adverſity. ns 

But perhaps ſame may here objeCt, that if we can ne- 
ver Teliſh happineſs without a mixture of evil, we might 
thence infer, the Angels were not ſufficiently happy , 
becauſe they attained their perfeCtion of bliſs withour 
paſſing through tribulation; for like the Lillies of the 
field they neither ſpunn'd nor toyPd to be cloathed with 
the robe of glory. 

I anſwer, There is a great diflterence between the 
condition of things eternal and things temporal, Angels 
entred almoſt as ſoon into felicity as being, They being 
placed in the upper Region of the the World, where 
miſeries cannot approach, and being fo ſingularly fa- 
voured by God, needed not to be ballanced by the 
counterporze of adverſities, but as. for us. we are born 
in a foil as fertile in calamities as Forreſts with Birds. 
and Rivers with Fiſh, and are likewiſe ——_— 1gn0- 
rant of Gods grace, when we long enjoy prolperity, 
We grow wantonand are ready to kick againft our Ma- 
ker, ſolong as we are puffed up with proſpefity, till 
the Scene is changed and we come toatt amore melan- 
choly part, and then adverſity opens ogr eyes that we 
may perceive thoſe noble felicities which attend and 
walt upon her, and alſo maketh us to underſtand who 
is the Author and Original from whence they proceed. 
And this is the reaſon wby Angels are perfettly happy, 
without aflitions, but men muſt firſt be 2Mited. hs 
fore they can be happy, made miſerable before they can 
be glorious, becauſe _m are not capacitated for the 
infuſions of grace, until they have freed and ridd them- 
ſelves of all earthly matters whatſoever. | 

We muſt never look to aſcend Mount 7abor fill we. 
firſt have chmbed Mount Ca/vary, nor can we cat of the 
; | Ho- 


» 


= x YR. x 


"the Righteous. 


Honey-comb heed onafter his ReſurreQion; untilwe 
have pledged him in that' Vinegar and Gall' he drank 
upon the Crols.. 

'God will have it ſo for ſeveral reaſons, whereof theſe 
are the principal. + ., 

& The tirſt reaſon why God viſits us with aflitions 
may be to Withdraw us from the love of this World. 

For whilſt we are ſwallowed up with the pleaſing 
conceit of the flouriſhing condition of our goodly Her1- 
tages and proſperous fortunes, our devotion proves a 
melancholy diſturber, and one that exats too ſevere a 
ſervice from the minds of generous Spirits, God is ima- 
gined as one who deals atter too rough and rugged a 
manner becauſe he will not licence us to be always re- 
velling in our jollities, but expe&eth ſome certain parts 
not only-of our lives, but alſo of every day to be Ee a= 
part for his ſervice and worſhip, and this makes Reli- 

10n to meet but with a ſlight entertainment at our 

ands, *this makes us ftopp our ears at the voice of rhe 
Chartnefx, our hearts are wholly raviſh'd with the de- 
lightful reflexions on our great abundance till we prove 
totally forgetful both of our eternal intereſt and alſo of 
the reſpe& due to him who hath bleſſed us with the fat- 
neſs of the Land. 

They are the cloddy incumbrances of the World, 
that debaſe and clogg our ſpirits making them liſtleſs 
and unaQtive, which like Bird-lime hamper and entan- 
gle our ſouls, indiſpoſing our minds for the moſt noble 
and clarified contemplations of eternity. But when 
the pruning-hook of afiQtions comes to lop off theſe 
corrupting branches,thenare we brought to hate that 
which before was the delight of our eyes,and ſole poſſe(- 
ſor of our hearts, and to hunger and thirſt after that 
which formerly ſeemed crude and nauſeous to our Pa» 
lates, Ill 42, weeds 
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weeds are top be deſtroyed before we can ſow good. 

- Corn, ; neither is the Soul capacitated for the enter- 
tainment of divine truths until ſome ſiniſter accident 
accident and croſs aMiQtion hath cleanſed and purged 
it from the droſs of the World. _.. 


IF . . a 
. Aurem cordis Tribulvtio aperit, quans ſepe profperitas 
hujus mundi claudit. | | 


Tribulation opens the ear of the heart, which is too 
frequently ſhut and deafned by worldly proſperity. 


Thus Arntiochus When he enjoyed the conſtant Series 
of a ſmiling fortune, boaſted himſelf ſuperior to God 
himſelf, but when the inconſtant Goddeſs withdrew 
her beams, and appeared unto him under aCloud of 
troubles, He changed his note, for having received a 
fall out of his Chariot, and his Inſolency curbed by an 
immediate blow from Heaven, He could, lay,» * 


Fuſtum-eſt hominem mortalem ſubditum eſſe. Deo. 


It is meet. and requiſite for Mortal!Men, to be Subje& 
to the Immortal Gud. 


So likewiſe V'buchadnez2ar in his carier of impietyy 
defied the Lord. of Hoſts, and proudly; vaunted himſelf 
againſt the Aimighty, until he enter'd into the Armo- 
ry of his wrath, and Mctamorphoſed this proud King 
into a baſe beaſt, and-then he could 'confeſs the Lord 

Dan. 4.Jaſt v. was able to abaſe all. them that walk in pride. 
For when God perceives a-conſtant courſe of his kind- 
neſs cannot wean us from our ſins, he thea applyes the 
Maniſters of his Fury, the ſtoxms and: tempeſts ys cmd 
| ons. 


the, Righteous. 
.Qions to ruffle ys out. of them.; ?Tis true, great ;proſ- 
perities do not ply corrupthe ſouls which have taken 
a good temper in the. fear ,of God,,  neyertheleſs chey 
wound and in ſome ſort change them, - . 

A little Bee ſometimes playeth {o'long upon her, ho- 
ny that by much walking i there ſhe eutangleth her 
wings; ' Soa Soul yea-one of thole moſtieminent for de- 
votion and piety,, being continually ſoothed with a lon 
ſequel of the good {ucceſles of the affairs of the World 

d taketh ſome ſmall flight out of it ſelf, ſeeking recreation 
ina ſmiling and delicate air, which affords nothing bur 
objeQs of pleaſure,and delight ; But fo ſoon.as adverſi. 

O ty hath given her blow, it reentreth into it ſelf, ir fold- 

] eth it ſelf within it (elf, it fafteth it {elf, it knoweth it 

ſelf, it. indeth God in the bottom of herheart, aflicted 
and perplext with the. xeyolutions of, the World , ſhe 
raiſes and darts her ſelf above the ways,of rhe Moon,and 

Tracks of the Sun, tothat goodly; Temple of Eternity,. 

where Spirits dwell diſrobed of.theſe garments of fle{h . 

and bones,. which wedragg along with us in this, mor-- | 
cal life. This is that High-Rode the devout ſoul jour- 

neys.in ſo ſopn as ſhe-is. alienated. from, the Court. of 

proſperity,. and diſeatangled. from the. affairs of the 

World; She then enters into a. {weet-retirement, and 

looks. on the embroideries of nature in the Mountains 

and Vallies, Forrefts and Rivers, as a Theater declaring, 

the. glory of God, and ſhewing his Haxdy-work. 

She reliſheth this retreat from the World as Manna 

from Heaven and taſtsthe-deep .{ilence of ſorrow. with 

incredible delight. Oh !-how will ſhe, be delighted L 

How will, ſhe. be ravjſhed 1, when. ſhe ſhall refle& on 

the, maryelous kindneſs, of God towards hex,:that. he 

manhavcn her here, lealt ſhe ſhould, be: chaſtiſed 

r-eyer, that ſhe. ſhould be afflicted with TR 
S. 
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this life, tofree her from eternal gnaſhings of teeth; 
that he ſhould wy ts her of the gilded 'nothings of 
this World, that ſhe may enjoy an everlaſting and ſu- 
pream, good ; That he ſhould make her untortunate 
here, leaſt ſheſhould be eternally unhappy amidit the 
tortures of Brtmſtone and Fire hereafter ; In a word, 
How happy will ſhe be, when ſhe ſhall confider how 
God hath made her ſmart under the light afiiQions of 
an adverſe fortune on earth, to adopt her for an eternal 
and exceeding weight of glory in Heaven. 

Her adverſity will make her imagine, as if ſhe were 
diſcourſing with God' face to face 5 This gall will make 
her open her eyes and fee that it is the hand of Gocl 
which prefleth her ſor@,-and the conſideration that it is 
the Lord, will make her to ſay cheerfully with old 
Eli, ' Let him db what ſeemeth him good. ' 

But indeed until we be thus varniſhd and brightned 1 
till we be refined by this fire of afliQtion, until we have 


whitened our ſouls by the tears of ſorrow, our affeQti- 

ons will eſpouſe the quarrel of the World, and wholly 

declare in favour of it. ' Tg 

God therefore to curb us that we may not ſtray be- 

yond our limits, keeps us in a vale of tears often leading 

us roagy an Aceldema, a field of bloud and venom 
- 


that with Zacob we may long for our Fathers houſe, 

not ſaying with St. Perer, i us good for us to be here, but 

r_—_ with St. Paul, 7 acſere to be diſſolved and to be with 
rift. -” 

Por if, like the Moon in the Eclypſe, we fail not to 
appear dark on that fide which looketh towards earth, 
we ſhall moſt aſſuredly appear radiant and bright -on 
that which tends towards Heaven, for it is to withdraw 
our affections from-of the World that, Great are the 
troubles of th: Righteous. | A 
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. A Second Reaſon why God viſits us with aflictions 
nay be to draw .us to amendment of life. 

Thus the Royal Propher, Before 7was troubled I went 
wrong, but now have 7known thy Law, | 

As-the eyes of 7obst were. opened-by the gall of the 
Fiſh, ſo the judgments of Heaven inflicted on us make 
us to reflect on the paſt ations 'of our life, that we 
may correc and reform all the errataes' and miſdeme- 
anors thereof. F Wal et £71] bai 

For as. the Rod of Moſes ftrickenion the Stony Rock, 
cauſed whole Buckets, of water to iſſue out thence, 
in like manner the Rod of aMiCtions ſmiting on. our 
flinty and obdurate hearts,forceth whole Rivers of tear 
to flow from our eyes for our fins committed. . , - 

For what 15 more natural to every. one, when he'is in; 
diftreſs,. than to call toremembrance- thoſke ſins, which 
he concludes the occaſion thereof * | IRIS 

When Heaven. is pouring farth its vials of wrath 
and vengeance, upoir us, can; we-att ſo inſenfibly, as: 
well as irrationally, as not to commune with, gur hearts, 
and ask our ſouls what have we done £ How have 
deſerved this: what notgrious crime have. I commit- 
ted that I have made my God who delighteth not in, 
the miſery of his people, ſo highly diſpleaſed with me, 
- to afflit my body. with this.diſeaſe, and; that di- 

mper ? (206 46 © 21 T 

Is i not for the Plague of, the heart that: Iam naw 
tormented with the Plague in my Body © was not F 
afMiifted with this tumour,. becauſe was ſo affe&ted 
with the tympany of pride £; How; come;I.diſmembred 
in my- Limbs, but, becauſe Idid not:ſet! the broken 
bones of my. {oul-togetheg &; Had L been afflicted with 
Strangury .or Stone, had I diflolved the+Stone in my 
heart by the tears of a really godly ſorrow © Thad ne- 
oY ver 


Pl. 78. 34 
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-"Fhe\Shate bf 
ver been oppreſſed with this Calenture; had 'not 'tha 


more fatal one of anger needed a' cure z, was not thi 
Feaver, this Sickneſs or that Diſeaſe preſcribed by God 
as medicinal 'for this'or that" 'Sin*  And*when he hath' 
farnſicked his! ſbul- to-the- borotr and found out' the 
troubler' of Jſ7a:l, the' Forah who raiſeth theſe Storms 
and Tempeſts, the Rebel whodifquiets him in his peace, 
what can be the iſſue 'of it, but that he bring him forth 
and ſtone him to death ; T mean that he ſhould be per- 
fealy ſorry forhis ſin-and make-an abſolute 'reforma- 
tion, leaſt if he return'tohis wickedneſs, a worſe thing 
fall unto him. ' © oh 

'We muſt imagine him only the ſhape of 2:man, who 
makes no ſerious'reflexion orhis ways, 'when the hand 
of God preſſeththimſbre; 0 FER 
This was the caſe '6f the 'Zfraelites; for, when he ew 
them, then they ſought him early. © - | 

'' Nay, when God chaſtens man for ſin;will itnot make 

him to bind'himſelf by moſt folemn'vows and promi- 
{es that if hewil*zemove this burthen from his Shoul- 
ders, he will utterly -renounce'thoſe- ſins which have 
madehim fo' miſefable; and-live hereafter m aftriter 
oblervance-of. his commands:;”. 

What multitudes had'infallibly periſhed, had not af- 
ditions preſerved thewtFrom ie 2/240 Yiu £2fhs 7; 

This is that Shepherds Crook- whereby God returns 
hipwandring Sheep'to the Fold, -Thus' the Prodigal 
Son'was brought back again to his Fathers houſe, Js 
had-never thought of the great plenty in his Fathers Fa- 
mily; had he not/been'conttrained to feed on Husks.- * | 
Thus the Prophet kh, 'whenche was in the belly 
of the Whale poured forth his prayers unto God. 

Thus S»ſannacryed unto the Lord in her diſtreſs. 


And 
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And+hus the Diſciples in a Storm 1mplor'd the al- 
ſiſtance of Chriſt; Meſer ſave ms,ve periſh. 

What School more proper for the inſtruQtion of men, 
then that of afliftion 2+ when his Judgments are in the 
Land, the [nhabitants of the world ſhall learn Righteouſneſs ; 
for o_ "_ he inflids upon others are warning-pei- 

ces for all. 
", For as the indulgent Mother loves not to behold 2 
mote on the face of her beloved Infant, but will imme- 
diately wipe the ſame away z So neither can our hea- 


rn venly Father endure the leaſt blemiſh,@f ſin on the Souls 
of his dear Children, but will preſently cleanſe it with 
10 8 the water of affliction. If thou fin to day, he will aMiQ 


id WW to morrow. Foy great are&c. 


3 The Third Reaſon why the Lord viſits us with af- 
iions is to make tryal whether with the Silver-ſmith 
| we had rather make Shrines for Dzaza, and, well paid 


Y for our labour, then to ere& Temples for the worſhip 
1 3 of acrucifed Jeſus, to meet with his Croſs for our. 
| pains. 

be Yes, and thus the goodly fellowſhip of the Prophets 


and noble Army of Martyrs were tryed, who were ſo 
c tar from denying the rruth, that they did couragiouſly 
abide the ſtroak of death, and chooſe to looſe their lives 
1a tribulation. | 

For this: Rod and this Staff comforted them with the 
hopes of their deliverance from the ſervitude of cor- 
-> ml into the glorious liberty of the Children of 


This was that which comforted theſe defenders: of 
Chriſtianity, that, whereon they caſt their eye in the 
midft of all the unexpreſlible tortures the powerful wit- 
ty malice of the World was able to inflict, With what 

D Mf in- 
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incomparable violence were their Souls ſeparated from 
their bodies? Nevertheleſs when morcal members 
yielded to the Sword of Perſecution, then they beheld 
(though with an eye drenched in bloud and tears) the 
bright glory which attended them:z Yes, and faw (as 
in a mirrour) the Thorns of thoſe prodigious ſufferings 
diſposed into Lawrels and Crowns, 

There the Proto-Martyr St. Stephen ſaw the Stones 
which pelted him.into Heaven, as ſo many Rubies and 
pretious Stones to adorn that Crown which was to be- 
girt his Brows. By this-fiery tryal of Perſecution, 
are the Children of God and Sons of Belial diſtinguiſh- 
ed, for the former will become red with bloud to pre- 
ſerve devotion, but the latter will betray it,, for they | 
depart from God in the time of Tribulation. 

Many may with that Rock St. Peter make ſolemn Prafſf 
teſtations to follow Chriſt and ſtick cloſe to him, but 
when they come to P:lat's Hall the faint blaſts of a 
Virgins bfeath will ſhake the Rock, and ſtagger their 
RG But he whofollows Chriſt for the Miracles 
and not for the Loaves, who courts Religion for her 
Beauty, and not for her dowry, will got be aſhamed to 
confels his Maſter, though he is moſt certainly aſſured 
to be mounted on Gibbets and undergothe moſt rigid 
Tortures power ts able to invent. 

Tribulation 1s Vertues Furnace, the ſtouter and more 
maſculine it is, the more it glittereth in afMiftion. 

This is that rich Diamond which can endure the 
Wheel, whillt all other things are like Pebbles, ſome- 
what glittering, but little worth. 

Let any one judge how noble and glorious a ſpeQa- 
cle it, 15 to behold an invincible courage, counterbuffA®d 
wath Storms and Tempeſts, on whom it ſeemeth Heaven 
would burkt and fall in peicesz Is it not admirable - _ 

0 


the Reighteons. 


hold himamidft theruins of the World, and threats of 
the Air, always ſtanding like to a great Brazen Coloſſms, 
valuing them at no higher rate then Miſts and l 
Flakes of Snow, 2 becaule he is compleatly taught thar 
in the School of Vertue we katn tordeſvilſe temporal 

leaſures and to trample on thoſe vanities which others 
gras {o much laboured and hunted after. 

Here we are taughtmortification and the exerciſe of 
thoſe godly and Heroick Aftions which give the Soul 
an ant of Heaven in this mortal life, and an en- 
franchiſement from: the fear of death. | 

Fovinian 4 King having two Veſſels of Wine in his 
Pallace, the one tweet, the other ſowr, Decreed that 
whoſoever would taſt of the ſweet wine, ſhould firſt 
drink of the fowr ; whoſoever in like manner would 
drink of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures ſtreaming at Gods 
Right Hand, muſt not refuſe to pledge Chriſt firſt in his 
bitter cup of affliQtions. 


. Uma 6mlow ws Ldileree Get thee behind ne Satan, for thou MHu.16. 23 


art an offente, was the rebuke the Son of God gave St. 
Peter when he would have diſſwaded him from ſuffer- 
ing both the moſt cruel and ignominious death of the 
Croſs, and then aſſembling his whole Colledge of Diſ- 
ciples together, folemnly declared that as they had been 
the companions of his life, ſo alfo muſt they go ſhare 
with him in his ſorrows; as he, ſo they likewiſe muſt 
ſuffer, when the Bridegroom ts gone, the Children of 
the Bridegroom muſt weep as well as faſt. 

For what can be more rude and unhandſome, what 
can we ſtile more unbecoming and undecent, than to 
ſee the head crowned with Thorns and the Servants en- 
wrapped with ſoftneſs 2 To ſee our Jeſus in his Agony) 
and Good-Friday-apparel, and our ſelves in our jollity, 
or Faſter Robes 2 To ſee —_ toyling under the -_ 

2 then 
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then of the Croſs, and we dancing in ovr Sports To 
ſee him drinking Vinegar and Gall, and we pleaſing our 
fooliſh appetites 2 To ſee Chriſt of his Croſs make a 
Ladder to aſcend his Throne of Glory, and we to ſtand 
here with folded arms 2 To ſee him travailing through 
Briars and Thornes, and we unwilling to tread on any 
thing but Roſes 2 X 

Is not this as incongruous as to ſee Princes walking 
on their feet, and Servants riding on Horſeback ? Is nor 
this as great a diſunion, as toſee the Maſter in Ruſſer, 
and the Servant in Purple, faring deliciouſly every 
day * | 

If therefore we deſire to ſpell out our names amongſt 
his Servants, we muſt learn Chriſts Croſs over, and not 
be aſhamed of his Livery, the Purple Robe, but muſt 
tread the path marked out with that bloud ſhed for our 
Redemption. | 

For obſerve that Dilemma of Chriſt ,, and you'll ſee 
there are no thoughts this Cup ſhould paſs from us, 
he that will ſave his life, ſball looſe it ; and he that will looſe it 

all [ave it. | 

| of what part you pleaſe, there is a life to be 
toſt, an Hell either here or hereafter, But who is more 
{tupid to the extreameſt miſery, than he who will rui- 
nate his grounds for Heaven , to gain a little clay on 
carth? wy whois more wiſe and fortunate then he,who 
will lofe his life for him 2 becauſe when Chriſt ſhall ap- 
pear attended with Myriads of Angels, the vaſt Retinue 
of Caleſtial Courtiers, he will confer rewards accord- + 
10g to the deeds. 

Tis reported that a Famous Captain ſhould ſay toa 

Souldier dying with him, Hadfſt thou done nothing 
worthy repute, but remained obſcure all thy life time, 


yet here is honour enough, that to day thou dyeſt with 
thy Maſter, What 


the Righteous. 


To What honour and. glory then is conferred upon thee, 
ur poor duſt and aſhes! when-God picks thee: out as the 
> a moſt couragious of his Souldiers to fight in his defence * 
ad It he hath reſerved pleaſures unſpeakable for them who 
7h barely love him, what Lawrels and Crowns are prepa- 
1y red for them, who love him unto death 2 - 

Where is thy courage therefore O Chriſtian 2 where 
8 15 thy ſpirits when thou repineſt at whatever God 
ot lays on thee of this ſad nature 2 doit thou do well to be an- 
t, gry 2 Ranſack and ſearch into the bottom of thy ſoul, 
y and {ce what it is which troubles thy repoſe. 

'Tis to wean thee from the love of the World, *tis to 
ſt make thee reform and lead a new courſe of life, *tis to 
tt try thy patience and love to him, to ſee if it be loentire 
ſt that nothing can draw thy afteQtions from-him. 

Ty "Tis out of pure tenderneſs and kindneſs to thy ſoul, 
that God ſends thee affiictions in thy body,crofles in th 
@ ſtate, yes, every {ad accident is applyedby that wiſh 
p, Phyſician of Heaven, to eat out the proud-Fleſh of our 
70 corrupt nature, for he doth not aMict willingly, and 


grows the Children of men ;- He is as it were grieved 
umſelf that he is. conſtrained. and: driven to make uſe 


C 
G of this medicine, to heal us of our more deadly wounds 
- and putrified ſores. 

1 Is.it not an argument of my inſenſibility, to com- 
) plain.of him who nips and pincheth me, to raiſe and. a- 
, waken me out of a deep Lethargy ? and is it not to awa- 
; ken us out of the Lethargy of Sin , that God pinchetlt 


us with hardneſs 2 

And what a great influence would'it have upon our 
lives? How would it blunt and dull the edge of evils ? 
what 2 mighty ſalve and cure to a mind diſcompoſed 
by ſorrow, ſeriouſly to conſider, Heaven is not only con- 
| cerned therein, but they proceed eyen from the hand 
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of that God, who in the midff of Fudpment thinks of neey« 
cy; and likea mild and compathonate Father pitch his 
.child when he is correting him. 

For if thou knoweft thisand remain impatient, go to 
the Beaſts, conſult Tygers and Lions, who will be bea- 
ten of their Maſters and not repine. 

He whoextended my Arteries and Veins ; he who 
Aid unto me live, when I was but in the Embryo, ftill 
1a my bloud | 

'Tis he who made me, that ſtrikes me, he who mode- 
rates the World, that thinks it convenient to aflict 


me. 

And what, Shall I fight again{t my God, and contend 
with my Maker 2 ſhall -Idare toſtruggle with him, who 
can look me into nothing ? yet this, and much more 
doT when I remain impatient under the heat and Toy! 
of the day of ſorrows. 
t To mp which we muft ſtedfaſtly refolve to 
ſtrengthen our courage in bearing our afMitions, Firſt, 
With an unrufMled and quiet mind z we mult not in the 
leaſt murmure, though we pafs through the Solitary 
Wilderneſs in the ſaddeſt and moſt deſerted condition, 
if it will condu@ and. lead us to the Land of Canaar, 
we muſt not be weary of our burthen, but ſtrive to 
ſupport it with the moſt ſerene temper of ſpirit, leaſt 0- 
—_ » we ſhould dare to charge God fooliſh- 

Y. | 
2 But then again in the ſecond place we muſt alfo ex- 
preſs our thankfulneſs to God that he hath thought us 
worthy to ſuffer for the name of Chriſt extolling and 
praiſing him that he hath made us miſerable. | 

For as the General places the ſtouteſt men oppoſite to 
the hotteſt ſervices, and _— encounters, not that 
he ows them a ſpite or bear thema grudge, but to ma- 

Ni- 


nifeſt the confidence he repoſes in their Man-hood and 
to lead ther to trwumph. | 

Yes, and this is the method of our heavenly Father 
to pick out the beſt ſpirited of his Servants, and thd$ 
chiefeſt of his Darlings, that he may crown them-with 
the moſt noble triumphs, and to conduQ them to the 
greateſt honours. my 

Let others therefore ſhrink at the ſharp combats of 
the World, let them cowardly faint under. the ſtrong 
oppoſition of their adverſaries 3 butasfor me,faith the 
undaunted Chriſtian, ttheamore enemies I encounter, 
the greater will be my Crown, the harder the labour 
the more noble my reward ; when my enemies encreaſe 
Pl callnew bloud intomy veins, let them overpower 
me with- their multitudes; I will overcome' them by: 
my courage ; let them' come about me like'Bees, -and: 
encompals mein on every {ide , yet inthe name of my 
God, I'will deſtroy them. 

Bleſſed be my God, thatF am the man appointed to- 
fght ithe Lords battelsz; that he hath begirt me with- 
perils andencircled me with aflitions; Thave vowed- 
and am ſtedfaſtly purpoſed” to behave my ſelf ſo coura- 
giouſly that (humanely be'ir ſpoken) it ſhall not repent 

im of his choice. 

Blefſed be my God, that Lam ranked amidſt the firſt 
of Chriſtian Souldiers-; that he:looks upon' me poor 
and ſinful wretch that Tam, ble of tuch glorious 
atchievements z Tet others then ſwell with fatneſs, but 
O my God, let me be chaſtened every morning ; / let 0- 
thers come in no misfortune, but oh } ſcourgeing and 
and laſh me in this World, that I may not be torment- 
ed in/that which is to come let me' eat-my/Garhitk 
and Onyons in this ' eMgypr, that T may+feedon'the 
Grapes and Pomegranats in the Land'of Promiſe ; ' tet” 
mg 
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me here feed upon husks, that I may be refreſhed with 
the fatted Calt at the Supper of the Lamb. Amer. 


M. And thus you have ſeen the Righteous in trouble like 
the //raelites 1n exile,but now the Lord like Moſes comes 
to deliver them : hitherto God ſeemed to ſleep, as 
Chriſt in the Storm: but now he rebukes the-Tempeſt, 
and the obedient waves bow themſelves, into a Calm, 
for though, great are the troubles of the Righteous, yet the 


 » Lordwilldeliver him out of all. 


. Conſult but the Old Tranſlation, and you will find 

the words in the preſent tenſe. 
£Eripit eum ex omnibits illis. 

Which Phraſe 1s frequent and obvious among the 
Promiſes in Holy Writ, to intimate unto us the ſpeed 
and certainty of the things promiſed. 

God will not leave his Children in endleſs miſcries, 
they may wander many years in the Tents of Xedar, 
where there is nothing but blackneſs and darkneſs, not 
the leaſt glimmering of joy, yettill he will bring them 
at length to the Mountains of joy and gladneſs, 

Thus the Prophet aſſureth us, He gives them beauty 
for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of 
gladneff for the ſpirit of heavineſs. 

+ 'Tis the method of Heaven to place mourning before 
joy, as Night before Day : / will ſmite, and 7 will make 
whole, Firlt the puniſhment, then the bleſſing. 

Who would; have thought when the //raelztes were 
Forty years in the Wilderneſs they ſhould ever have 
came 4nte the Land. flowing: with Milk and Ho- 
ney. 9, Aon vor 1 3608, D10W | 

'Who would haye thought, when ;Fo#94'was caſt in- 
to the Sea, to have met him-again preaching at Vire- 
veh? who would have thought when Nebrchadnezzar 

by was 


the Righteous, 


was graſing 'in'the Forreſt to have ſeen him again go- 
verning in Babe! 2 who would have thought when Z+ 
ſeph was Þh Priſon, to have ſeen him advanced Lord 0- 
ver. Pharaoh's houſe? who would have thought when, 
Fob was in the Dunghil, tht he ſhould be happier and 
richer then before his misfortunes ? 

Theſe are the great as of mercy, which make the 


l;antly, did-not the fire that inſatiable and gluttonous E- 
lement looſe its deyouring nature, when the three. 5##- 
J dean Youths were caſt into the Chaldean Furnace }; 

though it conſumed their enemies who threw them in, 

yet it hurted not them, but careſſed them with amo» 
. rous embraces, -as if they had been flames of loves in- 
1 ſomuch there was neither an hair of their head periſh- 

ed, nor the {mell of fire upon their cloaths,, 'for thou, 
O thou mighty God of Jacob didit deliver them. 

Nay, 6 he brought Zacob from Exile, thus he de- 
livered St. Petey from the hands of King Herod, and all 
the expeCtation of the Fems. | 

Why art thou then afraid O my Soul , and why art 
thou ſo diſquieted within me? O ſtill put thy confidence in God 
/ for he will deliver thee. | | 

When Herod ſent forth his Troop of Horſe to ſlay the 
poor innocent Infantry of Bethleh:m, to the end he 
- mags deſtroy him who was born King of the Jews, 

tydings came at laſt ro Mary and Foſs h in /£&eypt, 
that he was dead, who ſought the youns Child's life, 

Even ſo, when our Baniſhment and Sickneſs, bon- 
dage and ſcarcity are fully compleated, Ty«'ings ſhall 


0 w w Oo oo Oy 


ſhall dance and ſing that, Song of Meofes Zhe Lord , the 
Lord Strong, Merciful and Gracious, Slow to Aner, but 
abounding in Goodnefi and Truth. 

| E The 
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faithful ſing with Afrriam, the Lord hath triumphed vi- Exod. 5c; * 


come that our. troubles are dead, and the heart Zxo4. 34.6. 
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_ Theſamehand that woundeth, ourerh, it is God who 
maketh the wound and bindeth it up, He imgjrech, and 
the powder of his mercy maketh it whole. 

Had David put aftop and periodat troubles,diſcourl- 
ing of nothing but Rods, then might have the Righteous 
have complained I havecleanſed my heart in vain, but as 
thereis a flux and refluxof the waters ofthe Sea,ſo are 
there the ebbings as well as the flowings of ſorrows, here 
lies Zv/eph in the Priſon , and Feremah in the Dunge- 
on, Fob tnaſhes, Facob 1n the Field, David in the Wil- 
Yerneſs, and Abrehamin Exile, Daxjel in the Den, and 
the three Children in the Furnace, but at laſt comes the 
year of 7ub;lee and the Priſoners of hope are nolong- 
or in Chains, but freed from Captivity and Thral- 

OM. 

Lipon which account they areftiled Priſoners of hope, 
becauſe they may confidently rely upon God todeliver 
them, for rather than Zh ſhall ftarve, the Ravens 
ſhall feed him, rather then Fon«h ſhall drown, a Whale 
ſhall ſwallow him up, if the Glatton be cruel and piri- 
leſs, doggs ſhall be kind and .compaſſionare. | 
* For can a Mother commiferate the'trickling tears of 
her crying Infant, and will the Father of mercy be ob- 
dure tothees arethe tears of an infirm Zazars ſoclo- 
grent and Rhetorical that they will force compaſſion 

rom the beholders eyes, and wall not by $8 prone ſe- 
conded with the interceſſion .of a crucified Jeſus moye 
the God-of Heaven ? doth he cloath the-Lilly and the 
Roſe which neither ſpinn nor 'toyl with ſuch _— 
and: glory, and will not he adorn thy head with hal- 
lowed Bames* which wasenvironed with Thorns, for 
the maintaining ofhis Truth :and Religion-r hath not 
&od promifed no deliver thee and will he break his 
Vows? Is not a martyred (ſoul afriend-of Gods?- and = 
| c 


the Righteous. 

he. wont to forfake his Favourites * did' he not onee 
ſpeak peace unto thee £ and is it uſual for him to'recall 
his words? Nay, ina word, did- not he fmile upon 
thee, when thou wert in the greateſt agonies, and are 
his ſmiles deceitful £ | | 
- Reſt ſatisfied therefore, and __ thy felf with the 
rich expreſſions of his love, and full aſſurance of obtain- 
ing the promiſe to ſet with Abraham Zaac and Jacob in 
the Kingdom of God. 

We are not healed fo ſoon as we are bruiſed, but our 
deliverance is deferred for a while to ſee how patient- 
ly wedemean our ſelves waiting the Lords leiſure, as 


itis ſaid of the Prophets Viſion, though it tarry , wait for Hub. 2. 4. 


it, for it will moſt afſuredly come, it will not tarry, 


and ſoin the text, though the Righteous have troub. 2:. ;5. 


les yet they are not everlaſting ones; and ſo again, he 
will not ſuffer the Righteoms to fall for ever. 

Whilit the Righteous are in trouble they ſeem as it 
wereina trance, dead for a while, but at length they 
ſhall come forth as Zazarws from the grave ; mourning 
may endure for 4 night, but joy cometh in the mornino, how 
ſhall this therefore content the aflited ſoul, that he 
ſhall be delivered when made perfe& through tribula- 
tion! How may this cordial revive a wounded and 
we» ws ory making it to burſt forth in the expreſ- 
ſions of 


vid, By this 1 know that thow favonreſt me, for 2) 41.11. 


my enemies dont triumph over me. 
When old #l; heard the {ad threatninpgs of God a- 
gainſt him, the deſtruion of his Family, the loſs of the 


Prieſt-hood, the cutting off both his Sons in one day, 


all which were affli&tions of the heavieſt nature, never- 


. theleſs the ſole conſideration that it was the Zord, made « 52m, 2. 13. 


him cry out, Zet him do what ſeemeth him good. 
If an exceſs of joy be ever allowable, certain it is 
E 2 when 
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when we fall ipto divers temptations of tryal, otherwiſe , 

Mirth what meaneth it ? and laughter it is madneſs. 

_ Is theLilly leſs fair , or the Roſe not ſo odoriferous 
and fragrant, when environed with thornes ? neither 
is the Spouſe of Chriſt his Church, leſs beautiful and 
comelys becauſe {he is militant and always in war- 

are. 

Why art thou then afraid O my Soul, or is doſt 
thou repine at adverſity 2 eſpecially ſince God hath 
hid it as the foundation, at leaſt medinm, to eternal felti- 
City 2 art thou poor? alas! how canlt thou want if 
God be with thee 2 or the rich, what have they in 
poſſeſſion when God is afar off, St. Paul tells us how 
the Hebrews with joy ſuſtained the rapine of their 
goods, becauſe they knew there was a more durable 
treaſure and incomparably better inheritance prepared 
tor them. | 

What is it therefore which troubles thy repoſe 2 doſt 
thou bewail the loſs of a Parent, Relation or Friend. ? 

Oh conſider with thy ſelf, he was not born to live al- 
ways and perhaps like the Righteous, was ſnatched a- ' 
way earlier from the evil to come. 

Moreover, If you truly love God (as who cannot but 
love that which is nothing bur eſſential purity it ſelf) 
How canſt thou be afflicted at the diſſolution of a man e 
ſince if he periſh not to God, he periſh not to thee, and 
we muſt not be ſorry as'men without hope. 

Hhy art thou then ſoſad, oh my ſoul, and why art thou ſo 
diſquieted within mes doſt thou groan under the pre(- 
ſures of an infirm conſtitution ? remember with thy 
lelf we ſhould not covet toenjoy life, but according to 
the tenour of its grant, we breath under conſtellations 
which by their variety of influences create variety of 
humors and diſtempers ; and if this be convenient for 

the 


the good of the univerſe, ſhallnot private reſpeQs and 
particular intereſts give place thereunto?- ſhall T mur- 
mur againſt my God in grumbling' at my ſickneſs 2 or 
rather , ought I not thankfully-accept. it as a- preſent 
S from the molt mgroiful and benign. parent; ordained 
cither as a chaſtiſement of my ſins, or tryal of my ver- 
tuc? and bleſſed is that ſickneſs whole pains lead to {al- 
oft MW vation, bleſſed is that war which ends 1n everlaſt- 
th WW ing peace. 
eli- What is'it then which makes thee thus diſconſolate 2 
if MW do the Walls ofa Priſon aftright thee e lift up thy eyes 
in unto the Hills, and view thoſe immenſe ſpaces above 
»w | the Heavens deſigned as a prxmium of thy Reſtraint ; 
cir 8 for thedeprivation of a little freſh air, and ſome other 
le MW contentments depending on liberty, what ſpiritual en- 
ed tertainments, mayſit thou hope to enjoy, when Angels 
are recorded. to have. accompanied not only St: Perer, 
Aſt but alſo Paul and S:4zs in the Priſon; there thou art 
1. ? free trom envy and detraCQtion,, opprobries and calum- 
al- W nics;; for where is that malice? Oh! where is that 
a- M8 cruelty will rage. upon the proſtrate « however where 
is that wiſe Marchant who Trafficks for ſo rich a Pearl, 


ut ſo great a purchale, and will not venture ſomething on 
the ſcore of perſecution Y | | 

e Courage then, O.my ſoul, and welcome the vexati- 
1d ons of hunger, cold, bonds and impriſonments, whips 


or ſcourges, ſhip-wrecks or nakednels, the perils of the 
ſo Sea, City or Wilderneſs, as bonigenii, good Angels ſent 


; from God to miniſter for them, whoare Heirs of Salva- Heb. 1. ut. 

| ti0n. | 

4 For what ſaith the: ſincere Qhriſtian, with Nehemiah Nebe. 6.11+: 
5 ſhall ſucha manas I.lye 2 ſhall ſuch a man as T recant e 


f | am1 a child of God,'and ſhall not T fight his bartels 2 
aml a Chriſtian, and ſhall not ] fight under the Bs 


þ 


Pro. 24. 10» 


Pro, 15.15 


Iſa. 28.16: 


Pro. 29. 250 


Ron. 14. 


of the Captain: of our: Salvation 5 how-hath Solomon 
branded me for a Coward, and my ſtrength finall if4 
faintin the day of adverſity? = HEE 

How can 1 want comfort in the midſt of adverſity 
_—_ trouble, when a good conſcience is a continual 

- With what confidence therefore will I rely upon my 
God ! how patiently wiltT wait the Lords letſure, be- 
cauſe faith maketh no haſt. 

'Iwill pride my felf in my Chains, and will not 
be troubled at diſeaſes, for thongh- this Sickneſs may 
be unto the firft, yet not unto the ſecond death. 

I will not flatter the Judge out of fear what man 
cando unto me, for whoſo putteth his truſt in the Zord 
ſball be fafe. Shall 1. betray the cauſe when God hath 
appointed it to try me? ſhall I offend my bretheren 
when St. Pan! had rather die than be guilty of being a 
ſtumbling block unto any + ſhall I charge my Conſci- 
ence when its wounds are more intollerable then the 
tortures of the body £ ſhall IT apoftatize from my 'pro- 
teſhion and turn from the faith, when at my enrolment. 
a member of Chrift, I fo ſolemnly covenanted with 
him to maintain it unto my lives end ?- 

No, I will valiantly reſiſt the temptations of the three 
Cardinal enemies of my Salvation , the World, Fleſh 
and the Devil ; let my Friends tempt me like #o#'s 
Wife, let myPleſh flatter me like Zve, let my Perſe- 
cutors bribe me like Balak, let them who ſuffer with 
me revolt and abandon me, yet, like Foſbys 7 will Hill 


Foſb. 24- 14+ ſerve the Lord, and though every one be offended be- 


cauſe of Chriſt, . yet will I never be offended, for he is 

mſtead of comfort, health and liberty unto me. 
. How great were the troubles'of Foſeph, yet the Lord 
did deliver him ont of alls how many were the affliQi- 
| ons 


The Righteuus. JI. 


ans of Abraham; how many were the ſorrows both of 
David and Fob, yet thou O my God didit deliver them, 
and therefore thou canſt and wilt deliver me, for thou 
art my.Caſtle and ſtrong Tower of defence, Oh! haſt 
thee to dehver me, that my enemies may not triumph * 
over me, yet if thou doſt not, I-will follow the exam- 
ples of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, and will not do 
evil toeſcape danger. : 

For ſhall I ſhrink at this, when Chriſt hath done'ſo 
much forme? Oh! the blewneſs of the ſtripes, and 
ohaſtlineſs of the wounds ! Oh the pricks of the thorns 
and piercings of the Nails | all which and much more he 

atiently ſubmitted to, to excuſe mefrom the miſery 

Fad juſtly deſerved, and what ſhall I deny my Saviour 
ſopoor a kindneſs, ſo ſmall a requeſt,as todo fomething. 
for him, who hath done all things for me? ſhall he 
-Five me his heart and his bowels, and ſhall not I return: 
4a the ſame £ 1s. there a flame in him, and no ſpark 
inme ? no refleing of a Sun-beam ? or repairing of 
the Stream into the Ocean ? 

No with Heſter, if 7 periſb, 7 periſh, for Tam purpoſed 
to obſerve his righteous judgments. 

If my Purſe ſuffer, my mony doth but periſh ;- ifmy 
body be impriſoned, my pleaſures do but periſh, if 
— attend me, Zord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
whole. 

In whatſoever ſtate. or condition therefore Iam, as 
Holy David ſo will I comfort my ſelf in the Lord my God, 1 Sam. 30. 6 
this is the Staf on which T will lean, for though earthly 
Crowns are made of Gold, yet heavenly Diadems'are 
made of the thorns of tribulation, I will nor therefore 
look for pleaſures in my way, till Thave paſſed the nar- 
row Gate, and am arrived at the place, where there 
ſhall be no more hunger, thirſt or cold, but all __ 

a 


The Stateof- 
ſball be wiped from our eyes, and the Robes of Scarlet, 
waſhed white in the bloud of the Lamb, who ſitteth on 


the Throne for ever and ever. | 

To Whom with the Father and Holy Spirit,be all Ho- 
nour, Glory, Might, 'Majefty -and Dominion now and 
for evermore, Amen. | | 
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For Godſo loved the Horld that he gave his only 'begot- 

ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. | 


nd 


"WM 


that moAvwters #&, memos having. in many par- 
.cels and'in divers manners as the Apoſtle phra- 
ſeth it, revealed to men the things to'come, 
ſometimes by Viſions and Dreams, as he frequently ap- 
peared 'unto Abraham and Facob ; ſometimes 'by the 
coming of his-Spirit upon the Prophets, 'for St: Peter 2 Per. 1. 21 
| informs us how holy men of God ſpake as they were taught 
S beins moved by the Spirit of the Holy-Gho#t, ſuch were 7- 
ſaiah, Jeremiah and others; ſometimes by diſpatching 
unto us thoſe immaterial Embaſſadors of his, the Holy 
and Blefſed Angels, on their'Embaſſies 6f love to! man- 
kind, that he might reconcilethemy untg; himſelf, 'and 
at laſt bring them toGlory. But in this latter Age of 
the World, he hath ſpoken" unto ws by his Son, he hath 
vouchſafed a mercy. of ſuch a quality and noble extent, 
it cannot but-incite the moſt dull'and f6rdif: ſpirit to 4 
pious. commemoration of: the' Nativity'of this 'Media- 
tor. betwixr God and Man, eſpecially, f*we refle& on 
our own unworthineſs, the nobility of the Perſon, or 
on 


0: CH' was the-unexprefſible goodneſs of God; #%. L, 1. 


RY Hei ks 


Gotf's Lovero 
onthis as the only means for lapſed Mans recovery ty 
his Primitive; nay, to a bettcr ſtate of happineſs, then 
that which our Firſt Parents enjoyed. 

Upon which account our Holy Mother the Church, 
hath appointed this day for that ſolemn purpoſe, that 
all devout Chriſtians ſhould. meet together to celebrate 
the Birth of our Redeemer, and to return our praiſes 
- and thankſgivings to God, for his unſpeakable love to 


| %Y by | may ye ſending his Eternal Son, to aſſume our na- 


ure and to teach, and give examples of holy life, and MW 
at laſt to dieifor them, riſe again, and aſcend'to Hea« 


weld... \-.« \ | 
Alt on this one deſign;that every perſonin the World, 
that ſhall receive and obey him, ſhall be reſcued from e- 
pero! death, and then made partaker of everlaſting 
ife. | 
_. For this gift of his- only begotten Son, is a merey of 
ſuch a weight, that we cannot ſuffictently admire znd 
elteem it. | h 
_ Wewith the Husbandamen in the Parable, did-evil- 
ly entreat.the other Meſſengers he before ſent unto us, 
He .now therefore {ends us his Sen, ſaying, . * vor ws 
Weg mloona', they will reverence my Sox. | 
Amongk the coaſtellation. of all the Glorious Attri- 
butes of God, none ſhine with amore Orient Luſtre, 
than that of his Mercy z This'is his Benjemin'in which 
he on the greateſt pleaſures, and moſt. refined: de- 


Inſomuch, that he would not manifeſt himſelf unto: 
us 1n the Thunder-claps and Lightning-flaſhes of Mount 
Sinai, but in:the Mount of Olives, a Mount of peaceand 
fweetneſs, for, he ſo loved the Forld that he pave his on- 
ly begotten Son, in. m8 06 mglvar, that every one believ- 


ag" 


Laps di Mats 
71g On him, aud Yecejvine bien, ſbonld Rot periſb, but beue. 
everlaſting life,  _ © i? 14 
In which words I conlider. _ 
Firſt , The impulſive or eticient cauſe of Mans Re- 
demption, the love of God, God ſo loved. | 
Secondly, the perſons to whom he expreſs'd this love, 
the World, God fo loved the Horld, | 
Thirdly, The Inſtrument or Perſon by whom this 


Laſtly, The end or deſign of this Gift. that whoſoever 
PW mans in him, (bould not periſh, but have life everlg/t+ 
Ig. } 4. 

f Webegin with the Firſt, "ARE? 

The word God is variouſly taken in Holy-Writ, **-2*- 28 
ſometimes x«&7*x449xa5 abuſivelys when it 1s attributed. My 
to Angels or Men., to expreſs the grandeur and digni- 
ty of their office and place, thus it is uſed, 3s & xwac- 
M9565 thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, So again * mere 
Sev Bcxrgetre He is a Fadge emongd?t the Gods ; and fo 732-1. 
again i dm 3 it 7 have ſaid ye are Gods, \ ave 6.ib. 

Sometimes the word is ufed Tfxnws, fallly; when: 
they are erroneouſly ftiled by this name, and: reputed 
as God, as the Heathen Idols, whowere the Workman-' 
ſhip ofmen, andrhus it is uſed by Moſes 5% mud ures 
71 /0MNo1S þ $655 2alevTes & Toert Vw 7 args Je mat nato Ziff 9: 4 
dols, nor neake to your ſelves Molten Gods, and: ſo like- 
wiſe by holy David, T1 Mx 01,301 T tvav Srinedvc- For Pſalm. g6 5. 
all the Gods of the Heathens are {dols, but it is th: Lord who I 
made the Heavens. | | (1 | | 

But the word God is taken 995.30 a'true and-tight 
ſenſe, when it is either uſed._#n«9%s., for the whole Sa» 
cred Trinity, as that of St. Fohn wines Ki Gad ar.g Fon 4. 24 
Spirit, and ſoagainby'St. Padl, «5 9% vp mew! wh xecd' - 
ir Jf God be for us tho can be againſt ws? Where is not * 53)! 

- megat 


Reconciliation was wrought, the only Begotten Sou. 11/. 741 M- 


| 
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| 
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* meant any particular fngle Perſon, but the Whole Tri 


nity, or Three Perſons together. 

And ſo when it is uſed vm; when one only 0 
the Divine Perſons are ſignified, and St. Par! aſeth it, 
WIG 5 TH) wry XX Tos Xe zcs T&Kv#/s ruav 7 thank God 
through Feſws Chri#t our Lord, and fo again, &uTH J\' Yay 
1 (en clearly 1% WATKWN T4 | 7 fabvoy Ayo! 00%, Ov oe ct's 
Aa 1:08) X24. This is life'eternal that they know thee, 
_ Fas True God, and whom thou haſt ſent Feſw 
Chriſt. MS 021, | 

- Where by the word God is not meant all the Three, 
but only the firſt Perſon the Father. 

So allo St. Zuke uleth it, mogudutvBray xuhvdey TH JE 
TEC £m Lore (31% 19s wel The Church of God which he 
hath. purchaſed by his own blond';\ So again by St. Fohn, 
Ot0k £PXrpoM iv 'omprty God manifeſted in the Fleſh , 1n 
both which places is-only meant the Second Perſon, the 
Son. | | | 

; Soalſo St. Zuke; uſe it in another place only to ſig- 
nifie the Holy-Ghoſt,$ x); tom «vOpunus «MR mT 09:7 be 
hu#t. not lied unto Men, bat unto God; 5 3 

{ By the word God inthe Textis.chiefly underſtood the 
Farther, for. though 1t may - be-/applyed to all the three 
Perfons,, yet becauſe God the Father is the Fountain of 
both inthisand alfo m ſome other places of Scripture, 
as that of the Apoſtle, 7+ 5 1\.5t T5 7 paper Ts Xeg!s tt on 
mee 0 0805 7.100078, FVben the Fulnefi of time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a Woman, made uns 
der the. Laws and fo agam, 5,9*0, ff wry ior. mules tw 
0 Ml prem on prths re grh ary, God ſending #ns own Son tu the 


"ation; he is moſt yeoely underſtood by this term, 
{ſo 


bt | ' keneffof Sinful 'Fleſb.*.e. F. 516 10 380137 


AY, Our Saviour himſelf was, ſo; far from aſcribing 
this action!folelyto himſelf} that he doth not diſown wn 
4 ping | M41? 


' 
__ 


Laps'd Man. 
miſſion, thathe received his authority from his Father 


to come into the World and fave Sinners. | 
Thus you may may hear him declaring 4 tuavrs wn 


th it civge Bar) AnIwO- 6 mules me, by vutis 5K Grdery 

t Got Tam not come of my ſelf, but he that. ſent me istrue, whom 99%" 7-28. 
\ $1 Je know 70k. | 

TE R's And thus you have had the various readings of the 

che, word GOD in ſacred Hiſtory, and the definition ac- 


cording to St. Toh 1s, 9 00s «3&1 God'is: love, and 
what Juſtice is it[for all men to conclude the ſame. 

For our Creation was an aCt of the Almightys, which 
proceeded not from any conſtraint, and tye of neceſſity, 
*5 in BW but from the abunfant. freeneſs and generoſity of his. 


h he WM Spirit, 

ohn, He ſhould not have needed, unleſs he had pleaſed to: 
\ In mould us into Shape, and form us into Crearures. 

the ' What worth or merit can be alledged , miſerable: 


duſt and aſhes that weAare 7. whereby we might claim 
ſig- a prerogative or Title to a Being. 


hou Alas! it was undeſerved; nevertheleſs he didit with- 
out force or compulſion, which was. an Illuſtrious Act 
the of his free grace and bounty, yet farr excelled by that: 
ree much more eminent one; in the Redemprion of us from 
of the ſlavery and ſervitude of fin and Satan, yes, and re- 
m, inſtating of us ina better condition, then thar' which. 
res our Firit Parents ſo jultly forteited, | 
On To love us before we were, 1 confeſs is great love ; 
As but to love us when we had rendred our ſelves vile, 
Js yea, and worſe then nothing, what can it be tiled, but 


£y the heighth of love ? Gt bits 

Tolove us in our non-entity is ar Embleme ofa moſt: 
Noble : Spirit, but tolove usafrer:our monſtrous 1ngra- 
titude, 1 cannot exprels it, (but mn. the words of the A= 


ing 


37 


—_ 


poſtle. 7, vaipet Mori m&TWY 7H, XEC4TYOr KVTH the exceen- me 
a 4-3 / $- 


God's Love to 
ing riches of his glorious and merciful grace, For man by 
his own default had loſt his Original Righteouſneſs and: 
was trappand by Satan of all thoſe blefhings God of his 
ſpecial favour intended to beſtow upon him. 

We were ſo far from meriting this grand mercy, the 

ift of his only Begotten Son, that we had provoked 
Fir in the higheſt meafure immaginable, and caſt all 
his commandments behind us. 
© What can we therefore conceive ſhould moye him 
to give us his Son? ſurely not any lovelineſs, or at- 
traQtiveneſs in us. 

We were not ſuch amiable and beautiful Creatures;as 
to cauſe a God todeſcend from the Battlements of Hea- 
ven, and ſ{ubje& himſelf to the miſeries of humane na- 
ture ; but his mercy and wonderful goodneſs alone 
which cauſedhim to be inveſted with the garments of 
fleſh, and our Reſtauration to happineſs is to be at- 
—_— to nothing but the free Bounty and grace of 
God. h 


For Senſe or Reaſon cannot gar ſo evident a de- 
|| 


monſtration, eſpecially, if we conlider againft whom 
we thus tranſgreſſed, whoſe Law it was we thus con- 
temptuoufly trampled upon : whoſe I pray was it? 
bur the Law of the great Legiſlator himlelf » 

Did we not Rebel againſt the Supream Governour 
of Heaven? and Sin againſt him, who readeth. our the 
Firmament ljke « Curtain, and limiteth the Sea, that it ſhall 
paſs no further. I 1, 

How doth the Prophet ſtile him, 7Yiſe 5# Connſel;won- 
derful in judgment, and admirable in the execution of his un- 
AE Ea pork con ay 

He 1s eſſenti rity it ſelf, He abhorreth iniquity 
with aperfett wth gat utterly deteſts againſt every ring 
that i unjuſt o | 
| Yet 


Daps dt Man... 39 
- | Yee fill it was againſt him that we offended, who is 
eloathed with righteonſnef$ a5 with a garment, and holineff as 
| a Breaft-plate ; Jt was him whom we provoked and con- 
 ſequently forfeited all narural _—_ and poſſibility, to- 
happineſs ;. Yet #and ſtill all. ye that fear the Lord, and 
"> fir mhes glorious things he hath dope for our ſouls, Behold, 

his reftleſs love could never beat quiet until it had - 


employed his Omniſcience. ta contrive means and ex- 
pedrents to reconcile. both his Juſtice and: Mercy, in.re- 
conciling Sinners to himſelf... 

Nay, and.this merciful deſign by the Incarnation of 
his Son, He german ina.way ſo worthy of him- 
ſelf, and highly advantageous unto Man, that the Ax- 
gels 6790 wow -meg ndyar are ardently deſirous to pry into 1Pa.1-12.. 
them. | | EE 

How did'this make St. Pazl to cry out Sun com- Ron. 5.8. 
mendat erga nos charitatem Dems, God commen4eth his love | 
towards us, in that whilſt we were Sinners, Chriſt died for 
, that is, when we wanted all morives to invite, and 
had nothing but our miſery to cry aloud in the Ears of 
God' for pity and compaſſion! : 

It is anraſtcl expreſſion, when we. ſee one ina deplo- 
rable condition; to ſay, his poverty or miſery ſpeaketh: 
in his behalf, but.this is more eminent ſurely in our: 
caſe, and:it was our miſery was ſo prevalent with the 
Almighty, as to give. us his 'Sonrr to fave us,. when.alt 

ectation and hope of Salvation was taken away. 

And how did this Son expreſs his love co Mankind; 
even as'the Apoſtle tells us, He being inthe form of God, Phil. 2.6; 75- 
thought it no Robbery tobe equal with God, but made himſelf 
of no reputation, aud took upon himthe form of a Servant, 
«nd was made in the likeneff of man, ani being thus-array- 
ed25 4 man he humbled himſelf., and. becams obedient unto: 
deathyeven rhe death-of the Croft. | 


God's Love to 


The ſenſe of which is, that it was beneath ſo greata 
love, to love at a leſs ratethen death-it ſelf, and from 
the ſupereminent heigth of glory, to ſtoop to the ex- 
treameſt of indignities being abaſed to the bottom of 
abje&edneſs, that we might be exalted to the contrary 
EXtream. Het 

O Eternal Fathet of mercys ! thy love and goadneſs 
is unmeaſurable and thy tender mercys are over all 
thy works, what a large portion haſt thou given us 
of thy love? that to us a Son is Born, to us a Son is gi- 
ven Thou hait not dealt ſo with any other creatures, a; = 
hait done with man, on whom thou didit ſtamp thine 
own Image, cloathed him with immortality, and con- 
ſtituted him Supream over the reſt . of the Creati- 
on 


Nay, ſogreat was thy goodneſs O God, that when 
we' had loſt our ſelves by departing from thee, we 
ſhould ſtill be found of the, iz ſending thy Son, to 
ſave and reſtore them that were loſt. 
Lord what is man? that thou ſhouldit ſo regard him, 
or the Son of man that thou ſhouldit thus rejpett him? 
with--all thankfulnefs and praiſe we remember this 
day, weextol thy love, and the humble deſcent of the 
Son of thy love, Chriſt Jeſus, | | 
Oh grant that he may be conceived in the heart 
of every one of us, that by the operation. of the Ho- 
ly Spirit Chriſt may dwell in us and we in him; 
Oh let that Spirit which was in our. Saviour, inſpire 
our hearts continually, with devour aftetions towards 
thee, that we may love thee beyond what our tongues 
carr exprels, or hearts imagine, and ſo joyn cheer- 
fully with that Celeſtial Chorus, whoare ſtill giving 
honour, bleſſing, power, glory: and dominion to thee 


for ever and ever for this thy unſpeakable one to 
an- 


Laps d Man. 
Mankind in giving thy only begotten Son, that all may 
have everlaſting life. | k 

11.And {ſo I deſcend from the efficient cauſe of Mans Re- 
demption the love of God, to the parties whom he thus 
loved, and they come under a two-fold Conſideration, 
Their Quality and Quantity. , 7 
1,We >, ren the Firſt, God ſo loved the World. 

By WORLD may be underſtood the whole compa- 
ges of all Beings, becauſeevery creature by the Paſſion 


fa and Reſurre&1on of our Saviour received almoſt a new 
% "8 life, and was in ſome meaſure delivered from the bon- 
© dage of corruption. 

- But by T9 654 jn the text is eſpecially ſignified all 


- Mankind and people in the World. | 
Thus St. Mathew uſeth it 6a mf xdoa@imtt rxardd. 


1 Nav Ho unto the Horld becauſe of Offences. | 

} Yes, thus our Saviour himſelf interpreted it, 5 ram 

if 0 16T{UQ- [MTEY {1s EAR 5 (06 the FPorld cannot hate yous 
but me.it hateth ; where is meant the People or Inha- 

bitants of the world. 


After. the ſame manner Satan is - frequently tiled, 
Xp yu TS x40s the Prince of the World, becauſe he rules 
and governs in the affeAions of men, and enthrones 
himſelf in their hearts. | # 
But indeed Expoſitors are various in their conſtructi- 
ons thereot, ſome tranſlate it, Sic Des hominem dilexit 
God. ſo loved the: little World Man, ſome, hominem ad'i- 
tmaginem Dei faitum, Man made after the Image and Simi- 
litude of God, others, hominem lapſum, et mundanum, 
falln and worldly-minded-man all which Tranſlations con- 
tribute to extoll and magnihe the wonderful Love of 


For, is it not worthy our admiration to ſeeli ht and 
darkneſs enter a League ? To ſee the torrid and frigid 
G | Lone 


God's Love to 
Zone unite and embrace each other #To ſee JEHOVAH!: 
and rhe Gods of ZXRONV, the Ark and Dagon reconci- 
led * to ſce the God 7/rael! and Baal meet together, and 
the Prophets of the Lord, and Sons of Re/ial. kiſs each, 
+ 8 , x : F 8 £ 

Yet all theſe was falPn man, compared'to him who: 
iS nothing but purity it ſelf , yet ſtill, how does he 
court this depraved and ſinful creature to a reconci-. 

liation * . | | 
Shall we not envy 'his honour, and*admire his love, 
who will lay down his life for the ſake of a righteous 
man ?- ſhall we not then be- rapt with wonder, when: 
we conſider the Immenſity of the Divine Love to laps'd: 
man, to ſee the eternal Son of the Moſt High God ,. 
deſcend into the lower-parts of the earth, and ina man- 
ner, embrace a Dunghil, nay beyond that, to expoſe. 
and\ubmit himſelf to the cruel ftroke of the moſt igno-. 
minious death, that he might ſnatch ſinful man from 
a lamentable dowafal, and mount him' from a mifera- 
ble earth,” to the Regions of Immortality and Bliſs. 
Herein is love, not that'we loved God, 'but that he 
loved us, and ſent his Son'to be a+ Propitiation for'our 


O thou great and All-ſeeing- eye of' Heaven, what 
moyed thee to glance ſo favourable a countenance on 
us miſerable ſinners ! . what moved thee to ſend fo kind. 
an Embaſſage of peace to us vile' worms to us\who 
were unworthy thy compaſſion, thoughinever'fſo ear- 
neſtly implor'd, to.us, who had deſerved thy wrath 
more than thy ſmiles, thy Thunder and Lightning , 
thy indignation and anper, but not the leaſt- of 
thy mercy ! How comes it to paſs, thou-inexhauſtible 
Fountain of Loye;thou ſhowr*ſt down thy goodneſs up- 
0n-us in ſo plentiful a meaſure? *rwas thy mercy uu 

God 


<p IS © ”- ©. WW yin md ot 


Laps d\ Man. 
God, Oh !: praiſed be that mercy, which faved us from 
deſtruQtion! *twas thy. pity and compaſlion, not bury 
tenderneſs to thy: Laws, which ſheltred us from thy 
fury 1 :?twas thy :love and goodneſs alone, Oh !- for e- 
ver magnified be-that love; which induced thee tobe ſs 
bountiful unto .us !- with. all thankfulneſs'and revye- 
rence, O God, we deſire to join with thoſe Sons of Glo- 
ry and bright Morning Stars in ſinging (according 
to our abilitie and power) Glory beto God on Hog, for 
his unſpeakable love in grving his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever do believe on ' | bond not periſh; but have e- 
ternal life, for thou fent,not thy Son into the World to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be ſaved. 

h that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, and declare the Wonders which 'he doth for 
the Children of Men. | 

Which is no more then Juſtice, and our bounden du- 
ty to perform ; for if weconſult what we are by na- 
ture, what ſhall we conclude our ſelves, but Children 
of wrath , the ſinful Offpring of diſobedient Adam, 
made obnox1ous to the Kine" of deaths, before we were 
entituled to life, by ſinning againitGod' without whoſe 
Reconciliation we cannot but periſh. | 

For though it is true, Man at his firſt creeping into 
the World, wasplaced in the Regions of felictty, and 
favoured as.one of the Darlings -of God, yer, was he . 
nat as quickly\difobedient'to the. commands of his Cre- 
ator how juftly therefore was' his Crown forfeited, 
and he deprived of all that happineſs God had confer- 
red on him, when he was:baniſhed Paradiſe," and in the 

[w-at of his brows to earn his bread ? | 9 | 


Andif the fell, ſodid-wey by being-in his Loyns, for 
ſince the advantages of that bleſſing God promiſed _ 
| G& 2 1 


Pl. 51.5. 


God's Love to. 
if obedient, had reſpe& to his Poſterity, then certain- 


| ly the curſe, which was the conſequence of his diſobe- 
ie 


nce, did not relate to his particular intereſt alone, 
but was of univerſal influence, and he propagated infec- 
tion tothe'laft, and utmoſt of his omg | | 

From. our Firſt Parents therefore we derive a curſe, 
whoſe Legacy bequeathed us was fin and damnation, 
and all Man-kind were Joynt-heirs of the ſame Inhe- 
ritance, the wrath of an incenſed God. 

Thus holy David confeſſeth it, in for did my Mother 
conceive me , and in iniquity ſhe brought meforth. Now 
what had been the wages of this fin,but eternal death s 
what had been the fruit which they plucked from the 
Forbidden Tree, in the diſguiſe of an Apple, but ever-. | 
laſting ruine ? had not the wonderful mercy of God 
fans. out an expedient. to ſalve his Juſtice and ſave 
us * 

\ For had henot- dealt thus gracioufly- with his Crea- 
tures, what could we have in reaſon expected, but to 
have been ſwept away in the Deluge of Divine-indig- | 
nation 2 that he ſhould have dipt his Arrow in the 
Poyſon of that Serpent which =_ and mocked us, 
and exhauſt (were it: poſſible). his whole Magazine of 
Thunderbolts, that he ſhould have girded his Sword 
upon his Thigh, and take Vengeance upon us, making 
us to ſuck the Lees and dreggs of that intollerable 
potion reſerved for the Sons. of Perdition. 

This was the fruit flouriſhing on the Tree of Know- 
ledge; this was that miſerable plight, and woful:con- 
dition into which we had nine our ſelvesz. we had 
deſerved the worſt of Gods fury, by breaking our bands 
and Covenant with him, 

Stand ſtill thereforeall ye that forget-God, and ad- 
mire his goodneſs and-tell me, if there be any God ke 
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anto our God; Or, any! Father like unto'dour! heavenly 
Father, who forbore to enter into the Armory of his: 
wrath, or toaffright us with the furrows.ofa contraQ- 
ed brow z for notwithſtanding we were, born; Heirs. 
Apparent to-calamity without end, yet loe he ferit his 
only: begotten Son to cug. ofthe entail, 11 /l; rs 

We have ſinned O Lord,. and dealt: wickedly;-bue 
this Lamb of thine, what hath he done «- that he ſhould 
be thus battered and bruiſed, woundedand bloudy,. 
to fave us from the. Stripes-we had juſtly deſerved ;- 
how great was. thy-love tous to-ſend-him, who was 
in Heaven with thee, to. us on- earth 1n 'the likeneſs. 
of ſinful fleſh! | 1. £39 

Oh'! what. charming love was this} how preti- 
ous are the thoughts of it to..us, Grant then O Mer- 
cifyl- Father that: the. perfe&. Image of this thy Son. 
may be ſo formed in our hearts; that we may hye the 
life of Chriſt, ſerving him in righteouſneſs, and ho-. 
lineſs all the days of-our Pilgrimage here, that wemays 
not defeat. the ends of his death , but ſtrive. to compleat: 
the joy of our Lord: _ | INS | 

To which-end we ſee God:ſpared not his Son; but a: 
Manger is. his 'Cradle, , behold the Bread of life ap- 

inted- for:the Proviſion-and nouriſhment of our ſouls, 

came to.fetch- home the. loſt Sheep, and to cure'and: 
heal. theinfirm. and weak, 

He came not to call the Rightcowns, but Sinners to: Repent-. 
ance.  And'what ſhall 'we rob our; ſelves of our {hare 
in this ſo glorious an enterpriſes: ſhall weruinate the. 
purpoſes.of. Chriſt. in delivering us out. of that miſery,., 
wherein. we/ were-{o.unhappily plunged. . 

For had not,the Father ſent him amtbaterrand; how, 
had. we been broken in- peices,; like a!;Potters{Veſlcl 3- 
Whips, Scourges 'agd Scorpions, had beeg;our: oy 

agi 
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had nota! Rod ſprung fromthe! Root of Foſſe) ro ſave 
Sinhers \from the faſhio. 1 2 ot 9, 
_ - Ler us then rerurn our:thanks to this Redeemer of 
7ſraeliandiay,; O bleſſed Jeſu! who about this 'rime 
was born ofa pure Virgin, we teturn thee ouripraiſes 
and thankſgivings; for that thou ' would 'be [pleaſed to 
ſubjeQ [thy ſelf tothe miſeries of fleſh, that fleſh'might 
be capacitated for the- joy of eternal bliſs ; It was out 
glutrotyy O'Bread of Life, which cauſed thee tv hungerz 
our intemperance O fountain of living water, which! 
cauſed thee'to cry: out; 7 wh athirſt'y' thou wert: made 
as we are, that we might be made as thou"art, with 
all the powers and faculties of our ſouls and bodies we 
return thee all honour -and praffe; Gnging with the 
heaverly quire, A glory, power and dominion be aſcribe 
ro the Limb andhimhit fitteth on the Throne for veriupd 
ever Amen. 7 1115 & L460 AC DIPETO TON DA YER 


2. And ſo I deſcend in the- Second place -to conſider 
their - quantity whom. God ſo loved, that he gave his 
only begotten Son for them, 'God {6 loved the Fbrldi 
| He'did not [give his Son for fome choice and” ſele&t 
perſons only, the'glorious Son of Righteouſneſs, did 
not dart his radiant beans on the Land of Gofben only, 
but he arofe with healing in his — over the ſu- 
perficies of the whole earth, thatall mankindimight re- 

ceive benefit by his influence. oo 0 EN, 
For by 7 «404408 tin the text is meant all the wofht 
both Jew and Gentile, afd fo'St. Paw uſerh it ſaying, 
chat God was in Chrilt reconciling the Horld unto tin 
now what is ſignified by reconciling the Word, is/ vri- 
terpreted by St. Payl,.' nhow 4 uvtas', Me whole' Creation , 
or all the Gentile World; in oppoſition" to the ewfb 
Encloſure, n6t all the creatures abſohitely ,” but all 
men 
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metr-of all: forts,. particalarly;-rhoſe Gentile'Idotators 
mentioned by. the ſame' A le, whom he ſtiles, | vas 
a TWNOT® LOMEVSES you who were alienated and fr awgers $0 Coloſ. 1. 21.4 
God, hath he reconciled to hins{elf, for he font him inth the . 
pac >" 20% T5 &TANGASE 20: ſaue «lf mow that were loit," to 
ſave allmen:that were loſt; 'to:heal the! fmartin ſores, 
not of fome few polluted ſouls only, but of all ſcend- 
cd from the loyns: 'of fac.” 

For by: Adams. offence'God had: oonolutied milo 4203 
ior Tia! , all things,” all his Poſtetis wwe the guilt of fin '; FObel 1: OS 
and therefore-tb þ inicks his: Jnitice, and-to mariife this 
Mercys' he hath given us his Son, that inthe difpenſ- 
tion of the fulneſs ' of time he might gather into'd e 
all things both which are in Heaven #nd Eartly; wh 
is intimated no: move: then the people who dwelt yt Jet 
the Canopy of Heavens: NO As IO DASHG Tha 

For though the mercy of: God and +he Meyits of our - 

Saviour: hack ſo confirmed .and eſtabliſhed the Angels 
in. their Stations of glory , that» \it- is impoſſible” for 
them-ito fall'and' ide away yer: this canoe faid 
to be by Recoiipaiba; bur by.Chrifts grarious' whiting) . 
them to God, ſo that I* conceive. the/miv's6 avois can-. 
not refer to them, but' only to men, beeaufe Chriſt 
uk Emer. og were: did not come to take hold of, renee 
or Teconcile-the. Angels, but only mankind;forthe An-- 
gels in Heaven'never fell; andjherefore'w hat heed had: 
they of a  Reconcihrarioae* forhat' the Apoſtle only en-.- 
deavours 10 explain: rous, that Chriſt is 'the univer- - 
fl. Redeemer: of Man-kind;'of the Gentiles as'well a5 
of the Jews, which is\ (43124079 KAyjuedl G-! Wa 3 


TWevatrley avres an at of nee pncelery d faerey,; y fe 
putable to | nothing but Goyg Ss _ 
: Fog by our: Originle ng ariel ent 14 
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to doevil, and are not able? rhe) iY + L04 


Rom. Go 18. 


a capacity. of, 
_ Salvation, and afterw ards come to/periſh, it is through 


God $ Love | th | | q 


-inſomuch the moſt righteous: of the. Sons of mental 
need_-cfa: Saviour, to make -an Attonement and Ex-. 
piation. for them. DINE OR" 5 | 

' For the [Royal Bcophet informs us, God looked 
dowjs. fram- Heaven , and none aid good , no not one. 

Shall-the / diſeaſe then the epidemical, and common 
to. all, and ſhall net the cure' be the ſame? ſhall 
Eves tranſgreſſion be capable of ruining and deſtroy- 
ing all? and-what hath not Chriſts all-healing bloud 
virtue. enough to ſave all £ 1s God a reſpeQer of per- 
ſons,. or, if we do well ſhall. we -notbe accepted ? is 
not. he willing that all ſhould come tofalvation's why 
do the -Chureh ſtile \Adgms fin-an happy fin, if our Re- 
demptionand the-Merits of Chrifts:Sacred Paſſion was 
not, extended to all; even the greateſt criminaland high- 
eſt offendor, if he ſeek the Lord while he may be found; and 


call 8pon himmmwhilit be is neart 


» 


For as by the offence of one, wleath came upon all men unto 
ch 4 the rig Ireouſnefl one the free 


condemnation, even ſo by 
gift came upon. all men unto juſtification of ie whence it 
r 


1s clear the remedy brought to 'us by-C 
as far as thediſcale. eo OB : 
How doth St. Foh»-entitle hima Sun which giveth 
light to every one that cometh into the World? 
> There is none overſhadowed with To:diſmal a Cloud 
of ſins, who may not (if they will) take 'in the: rays 
of his mercy.; the blackeft ſoul may find the bloud of 
Chriſt ready to cleanſe her ſtains and exchange them 
for'a pure die of innocencie, if 'ſhe'can with a ſincere 
heart- and tongue cry out;' Have. Mercy upon me O 


iſt, | reached 
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 For'by the, bl + of, Chriſt is: conveyed to all men 
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vation ;: bur if they negle& ſo great 


PR” 


their 
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their, own default/ in miſuſing his: gracious endear- 


ments, -and proving refratory to his commands; 


- For this' is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 1 Tim. 1.1. 
tion, thatChriit Feſws came into the Horld to ſave ſinners, 
Sinners indefinitely, without the excluſion of any. 

And ſo again, He taſted: death for every man, and. is Hd.1.y. 
riſen again for their Fuſtification, that is; as verily as 
all men have ſinned by contrattion of the guilt of 
the firit man, ſo by the merits of the Man Chriſt Je- - 
ſus, they are juſtified freely by Gods grace, if they 
do not. fall off from the mercy of the Covenant, by 
prevaricating the conditions of. it.. 

For through his bloud he hath conveyed notice to all 
men, that they are the Sons of God, that. they are the 
Heirs of eternity, Coheirs with Chriſt, and partakers 
of the Divine Nature, meaning, that they-are ſo by the, 
deſignof God, and the purpoſe of the manifeſtation of 
his Son, he being unwilling any ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould beſaved. ; 0/7» 370 | 

Such-was the unmeaſurable love of Chriſt that he: 
would have'/all men to be: ſaved, without exception of 
City or Country, Nation'or Language, without excep- 
tion of the ungodly, enemies, nay, without exception 
of them-that periſh, for it is to give them a ſpace to re- 
pent in, that hers flack (as ſome men; count ſlackneff) con- , pe. 2.9. } 
cerning his promiſe. d&: itn big al369! 

Butalas 1 in.our late years of Rebellion when men 
pretending to fight the Battels of the Lord, took up the 
Weapons of the Divel,and under a pretextof the Lords 
cauſe entered a ſolemn league and covenant and ſwore 
Allegiance to the Prince of Darkneſs, then alfo began 
to flourith their doQrine who o_ that God deſigned 
many ; Souls to Hell before they-had a Being and Ex- 
iltence.upon earth; inſomuch KP were incapacitated: 

ro 
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to work out their ſalvation, their ſentence of condem* 
nation being already paſt in the predeterminate coun- 
cl .of God, then began.men to flatter themſelves that 
they.. were the only Children of God, the: Saints: that 
ſhould inheric the eavth:3; and none bur they the true 
people of $0», who were: the eſpouſers of their fan- 
taſtical opinion and perfwaſion, judging all others to 
be held as Reprobates in the eyes of God becauſe they 
were fſoin theits. To IN (31 oe 

Then was | broached that opinion of a converting 
grace and irrcfiftable power, as if 'God would urge 
men to ſalvation, and make them happy without any 
endeavours of their own ,- if they did- but rely on: 
Chriſt and his Merits:for the: payment: and fatistaQti- 


on. HI ic j11ft" 
J. Which DoCtrines are of fo pernicious conſtquence, 
that, Firſt it renders the Croſs of Chriſt tooliſh- 
nels. | 


For wherefore did God gory us his Son? wherefore 


did he die, riſe again, aſcend to his Father *'to 
what purpoſe was all. that waſt of bloud which he 
ſhed in our behalf- if men were abſolutely decreedi: 
to ſalvation or Teprobation from all eternity * towhat 
end- did Chriſt. come into the world; when as with- 
out conſfideration>to his ſufferings or the: merits of 
his death and paſſion his Father had' predetermined 
from eternity ſuch 'a number for” the 'pleaſures of 
Heaven, and ſo many for torment-without end *- 

If it be thus, thenis Chriſt dead- n+ vain, becauſe - 
the Father might have. effeted this. without putting- 
his Son tothe expences of his bloud toredeem-us, It 
it be thus. the Father had no great love for his Son, to 
- put him: to ſuch cruelties and hardſhips, not having 
any cogent or ablolute neceſſity. Nay, if this do&-. 

| 1 T10G 


| are elected, ſince if t 
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vine Was: true, it would blemiſh the wiſlom of Hea- 
ven, for if he had reſolved to-ſave Jome and' damn-o- 
thers from eternity ; he! mighr have done it withour 
the coatrivance of that deviee of reconciling us to 
himſelf by the death of his Son, : becauſe that was in- 
tended only to fatisfie his Juſtice and manifeſt his'mer- 
cy, and what need of that if we conſent toapredetermi- 
nation * | 
2.But then Secondly, As it renders the death of Chriſt 
inſignificant, unneceſlary, fo if this be true, thenis our 
preaching vain. 

For to what end ſerve all the commands, inſtructi- 
ons, calls, counſels, admonitions and reproofs of the 
Goſpel? for firſt, oy are unneceflary to thoſe who 

ey be fully perſ{waded that they 
are decreed to ſalvation from eternity, what need 
they trouble themſelves about it, when they know 
they ſhall be brought in (in Gods due time and plea- 
ſure) by ſuch a converting grace and power as cannot 
be reſilted by them. 
&® And as the Goſpel is uſelefs.to theſe, fo in the Se- 
cond place to thoſe who are. reprobate, for if they be 
fully perſwaded thereof, towit, that they muſt inevi- 
tably periſh, do they what'is poſſible to prevent and a- 
void it, why ſhould men beat the air, in labouring to 
perſwade them to that which both the perſons to be 
taught, and rhe perſons teaching, are fully iperſuaded 
can never be effeRted by them? 4 No Foe: 

Nay further, let us ſuppoſe a man doubeful of his 
ſtate, yet if he conſent to this do&@rine, is not the con- 
cluſion as if he ſhould ſay, if I be: of that number 
Gad hath determined from eternity. tofave, I ſhall be 
ſaved, though I do what: ſeemeth/good- in my 'own 
eyes, for at ſome time or "__— which I am as yet ig- 

2 no- 
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me to obedience by ſuch a power as cannot- be refiſt- 


God's Love io 
norant off, he will force/ me from my ſins, and compel- 


ed-by me;. butif1it be my hard lot: to be put in the 
Catalogue of reprobates, let me be- never ſo induſtri- 
ous to work out my ſalvation, let me wear the ground 
with my religious knees by my conſtancy in praying ; 
let me pine my body toa Skelleton: by the auſterities 
of faſting and humbling my felf before God; let me 
be never ſo religious never {odevout, yet ſtill I muſt Þe 
fuel for that fire prepar*d for the Devil and his An- 
gels, becauſe it was decreed ſo from eternity, and is 
more unalterable than the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, 

This is the fruit which-fprings from Yo corrupt a 
root; and the very caſe of Zudovicws, that learned /tali- | 
an, for he was ſo miſerably infe&ted with this princi- 
ple that:no arguments and reaſonings could convince 
him of its error, till perceiving himſelt wn mee and 
already fallen into the Neighborhoods of ſickneſs he 
{ends for the Phyſicign, who (made acquainted with 
his opinion) anſwered him in his-own. ſtile, if he ſhouM 
true, he ſhould live, without trying the experiments of his 
art and kill, the Patient ruminating on his words at 
laſt was convinced in his Conſcience, that as means 
were to be applied for the reftauration of health; {6 
likewiſe for the ſalvation of the ſoul. 7 

Away then with this deluding phantaſie, which is 
the parent of nothing But thoſe Twin-Siſters- of dark: 
neſs, preſumption and deſpair and let us endeavour 
to juſtifie God in his ſaying that his will is, that all 
ſhould: be-ſaved ; to. which'end he hath proportioned 
ſufficient means: to all, ſo that none can periſh but 
—_— their own impenitency and perſeverance in 

De: | 
but 
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But- alas ! how hath the luxuriant fancies of Geyre- 
va, endeavoured to poylſon this ſweet truth by ſaying, 


he that is not meant, that God .would have every ſoul to 

Ti- be ſaved, but two or three, more or leſs out of every 

nd order and occupation. 

g- i But St. Peter (better illuminated than: thoſe preten- , ze... 5. 
es ders to the Spirit ) hath fully anſwered their cavil, 

ne by ſaying that God 41 Þ5Nowar9- to amhteut be is un- 


Be willing that any one ſhould periſh, and ſo again God him- 
n- ſelf hath ſworn, that he delighteth not in the death of a 
is ſinner. | 
ad But perhaps ſome may conteſt that if it be the inten» 
tion and will of God, that all ſhould be ſaved, how 
comes it to pals ſo many fall ſhort and mils of the re: 
ward (deſigned by God) glory everlaſting ? 

I anſwer, 

The Holy Seriptures have.xecorded Gods . will to 
be two-fold , his Abſolute, and his Conditional 
Will, 

The former God uſed. when he framed the: good- 
ly Structure of the World, and faid, /ct there b2 light, 
and th:re was light ; tet there be a Firmament and there was 
4 Firmament? Solikewile, whenhe created thoſe in- 
corporeal intelligencers, the Angels, he ſpake the 
Word and they were made ; he commanded and they 
were created. This is the abſolute and.only irreſiſtable 
Will of God. 

But in matters relating to the Salvation of Men, 
he made ule of the Second, his Conditional W1ll. . 


n And thoſe Conditions were three. 

d The Firſt was in Paradiſe, eat xot, and thou fbalt live, 

t but how ſoon did we forfeit this Covenant by an han- 

a kering and prurient delire atter the Tree of. Know- 
kdge? ; 


The - 


bh 
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The Second was under the Law, do this ard thou 
ſhalt live. And here though the ſpirit was never {6 
willing, yet ſo many were the weakneſſes and infir- 
mities of the fleſh, that we groaned under its weight 
and were not able to-perform it, until'Chritt che tul- 
filler ofthe Law came to eaſe us of its burthen, and 
then he made a third and new agreement with us un- 
der the Goſpel, and that is, believe ox the Son of God, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Torhe- 96-m qgenns 7g of which 
he hath afforded ſuch powerful aids, and encourage- 
ments, that we may oblerve the tenour of his Laws, 
and live for ever. 7 

For the ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all its paths 
AYE peace. 

But if we will not obſerve his Laws, but break our 
bonds aſunder, we juſtly forfeit our right in Chriſt, 
and may charge God fooliſhly, but thank our felves 
for damnation. | | 

For though our Creation was the work of Omni- 
potency alone, yet the ſalvation of our ſouls can ne- 
ver be effeted without our endeavours. 

He hath opened a fountain for us to bath in, but if 
we refuſe to waſh and be clean, who 1s to blame for 
the continuance of our Leproſie 2 

Nay further, he doth not only to our Juſtification 
add the invitations of his grace and holy Spirit to 
diſpoſe our ſelves for it, promiſing to eaſe and refreſh 
{uch as are weary and heavy laden with the burthen of 
their fins, but poſitively declares he ſtands at the door 
of our hearts, knocks and olicites to enter, but if 
we will not fuffer the King of glory to come in, ma 
not he juſtly defie the World to obje& the. leaſt fault 
and blame on his ſide, ſince he hath done to his Vine- 
yard whatever could be thought requiſite to __ it 
thrive 
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| thrive and'proſper 2 and if they finally peril, (as 1 


ſhall ſhew more at largeby and by) are they not the 
authors of their own perdition by their rejeing thoſe 
abundantly ſufficient graces he hath offered them to 
accept ? So that in:the extremity of their miſery they 
will be forced to confefs, thou art Righteoms O Lord, 
and thy judgments are juſt. 

Burt ſome further obje&, that though the ſatisfaQtion 
Chriſt made was ſnificient for the whole World, yet 
(lay they) it was not effectual, that is, (I conceive) he 
did not intend all ſhould participate: of the benefit 
thereof. 


And what is this, but (by the worſt-kind of enclo- 


ſure) to circumſcribe. his All-ſufticient goodneſs * 


to {et banks and ſhores to that unlimited Ocean of mer- 
cy which cannot confiit with- the wifdom and good- 
neſs of Chrift, for if he paida full and plenary fatis- 
fation for the offences of all men, was it not as eaſie 


and more agreeable to his mercy to communicate the. 
benefits to all, than to appropriate them only toa few- 


and little parcel of men? 


Any in the ſhape ofa man would: cenſure it a meer - 
delufion, for the King of Great Britain to banana 


himſelf Redeemer of all the captivated Chri 
der the Tyrany of Ziim and Ochim, Turks and 7nfidels , 
if he ſhould fend over Ranſom large enough for all, 
yet afterwards caſhiere the poor Captives hopes of 1i- 


ans un-- 


berty, by interpreting himſelf,though I proclaimed and. 
C 


ſent ſu 
to a'few. 


ently for all, yet I meant Redemption only 


Would not this renew our griefs and 'angment our 


forrows*? and if it was ſo with God; what anxieties 


and fears, what troubles and ſcruples- would it move : 


12.0ur. minds, whether we.were. the.. perſons. whom - 


oy 
- 
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the King po rom to honour ? for if we conceited we 
1 


#Ecclef. 11. 3. 


were the Children ele&ted by God,,: and God had re- 
ſolved from eternity toſave-us, what licence would it 
give to our unbridled deſires' by preſuming too much. 
on the Patience and long-ſufftering of God, when we 
believe we cannot be diſ-inherited from being Co- 
heirs with the Son of God, and ſo make us negle& 
the working out our ſalvation, knowing that our la- 
bour is in vain, becauſe before we were, God had 
determined -we ſhould not. miſs of our Diadem of glo- 
Ty 


But bleſſed be God, no mans ſtate 1s fixed, or un- 
alterable, before he hath a Being, much leſs from-eter- 
nity or before-the foundetions of the earth were laid, 
nay, now we have a being, it is poſſible-to paſs from 
the ſtate of death to the lite of grace.  . Yoo 

”Tis true when we are cut off from the Land of the 
living, and are arrived at our long home; then our con- 


dition -and the decree of God is unchangeable, tor 
where the T ree fatleth there it lyeth. | 

They that die in peace ſhall ariſe in glory with the 
King of Peace; and they who die in their fins ſhall be 
raiſed, *tis true, but receive ſmall comfort from the 


'Sun of glory, for they ſhall be baniſhed from his pre- 


ſence. 
Let this conſideration rouze us from the Lethargy 


of ſin, that we may work whilſt the day of ſalvation 
laſteth., before the night cometh, when no man can 
work. | 

What we do, let us doquickly, for though the mar- 
row may {eem to {well tm our bones, our bloud hot 
and boyl in our veins, though we pride our felves in 
the ſtrength and flower of nature, yer ſtill, is not our 
time in the hand of God 2 wbo can tell what a day may 
bring forth ? See- 


” *” WL... Wo 


Lapsd Man, 

Secing then God hath expreſſed ſo high a Love to us, } 
let-us not turn his grace into wantonneſs, for he that 
believeth on him that fent me, ſaith Chriſt, hath eyer- 
laſting life. And St. John tells us, He is the Propitiation 
for our ſins, and not for ours only, but alſo for *o ſins of 
the whole world. 

This was an ACt of Oblivton, out of which none was 
excepted ; He came to revoke the general Sentence , 
the Decree gone out againſt all men, For as 7 live, ſaith 
the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the Death of the wicked , 
but that he turn and live, He hath ſet before us life and 
death,Oh ! let us chooſe life,that we may live for ever, 
and let us put upour Prayers and ſay : 


O Almighty and moſt Merciful Father, we agore thy 
Mercies and admire thy Love to the Word in Yhe Gift of 
thy Sox. O bleſſed Teſw ! how worthy is thy Love to be had 
in reverence over all the World ! Fx thy voluntary ſuſcep- 
tion and mY uch horrid and cruel Tor- 


tures: the Waters of bitterneſs entred into thy ſoul, and the 


Storms of Death, and thy Fathers Anger broke thee in 
pieces : Hhat ſball we do, who by our Ta have tormented 
our deareſt Lord? What contrition and tears can ſufficient- 
ly expreſs thoſe ſad accidents which they have produced ? 
Lord have Mercy upon us , Chriſt have Mercy upon us, and 
pity our diſtreſs : And ſeeing thou haſt done ſo much for our 


* Souls, only ſpeak the word, and thy Servant ſhall be whole. 


Suffer us not to neglett that great Salvation which thou haſt 


Þ purchaſed for us: Diſpoſe us by: Lovez ly he Hu- 


mility, and Obedience to. receive the benefits of thy [ncarna- 
tion and Paſſion. Enflame our Aﬀettions more and more 
towards thee. and God the Father, whoſe goodneſs was mt 
contented in barely loving us, but to-love us ſo, as to giv: 
#5 thee the only begotten Son of m—_ | 22 Fen 


58 God s Love to 
fi. And ſo Icome to the Organ and Means by which our 
Redemption was effeQed,. the gift of his only begotten, 
Son:\Wherein we conſider both the Aftion he gave, 
andFhe Gift it ſelf, His only, &C. 
-« We begin with the Action. | 
' And firit, He gave it gratis, freely, and of his own 
accord , for he was omnipotent and could not be con- 
| ſtrained by any force, all Creatures depending on him 
Als 17-27 one, 67a 9% (Gun, mime, yiopr;in him we live, 
move, .and have our Being. 

It was not therefore any compulſion, but love only , 
which was {6 generous as to tranſport it ſelf up to'Hea- 
ven, and aſſault the Divinity in its Throne, drawing 
from thence the Eternal Son of God. : 

2aly.. God ſoloved the World, that not only *9trwsy, 
but {2m 5 yior 6v78, he delivered him; and fot. 
Panl uſeth it, He ſpared not his own Son, but azlivered 
him up for us all. | SRO. 

He was delivered up to the malice and fury of evil 
men, and thence delivered up to the jgnominious death: 
of the Crols. | 

- 3aly. Nay God did not only deliver him up, but al- 
ſo ſent him, For, ſaith the Apoltle, in this was munifeit- 
ed the Love of God, becanſe he ſent his only begotten Son 
znto the World, 

4thly. And to augment his Love (if perfe&ion will 
admit of addition) This Miſhon is the more to beaccep- 
ted by us, becauſe it was by way of commutation and 
exchange for us ; Commutavit filium ſum unjcum, He 
exchanged his only begorten gon. | | | 

| Itwas the Worlds Price was fet to ſale, and how 
dearly did he purchaſe it 4 What reaſow then havewe 
to ipend every. moment of our'Life: in loving, praiſing, 
and glorifying him 2 DR IN" 

| a6" 


Lapsd Man. 59 


2dmirable contrivances of his Witdom and Mercy, can 
we do leſs than lay | , 

Q God what ſball we returs thee in requital, or 
wherewith ball we appear. before thee* ' When we 
would praiſe thee, an Abyfle of Majeſty -exhauſts in a 
moment all Encommmis, and our adorations what are 
they before thy Drvine Eſſence £ Could we render our 
ſelves uncreated in deference to thee the Fountain of 
all Beings, it were a poor Homage to thy ineffable 
Greatnels; Nay could we aanthilate the World, and 
bring all Creatures into rhetrold poſtures of nothing 
tor thy Glory, yet what is this compar'd with what thy 
immenſity might juftly expe& £ But while we labour 
with our Poverty, finding nothing created worthy th 
acceptance ( Oh aftoniſhing Mercy!) behold the per- 
fe&t oblation of thy Son, whick thou haſt given us, the 
prodigious Effe&.of thy Love. Him we otter unto thee, 
and through him we hope to be accepted : None can 
ſpeak our Gratitude, but that word, 'who can only fa- 
tisfie thy Juſtice: Since by this Gift the very Treaſury 
of Heaven was emptied for a time, and the Earth en- 
riched with that pure Sacrifice wherewith thou wert 
well pleaſed ; andthe Odour thereof draws upon man- 
kinda continual Floud of Mercies. This 1s a Sacrifice 
O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe; him we offer unto thee, 
and. with him our ſelves andall that' we have, 'beleech- 
ing thee to accept of us for the fake of thy Son,who was 

| oftered up for us all. 
4 i $2And {ol come to conſider the Gift it felf, Fs oy be- 
yotten Son, . | 1 FA DOY HO 

Son, is a Name by which men oft endeavour to' ex- 
pre their endearments andaffetion-ro' gs: Thuswhen 
Cuſhi told Davidof his Sons unfortunate, cough juft, 2 $27. 18. 23, 
death, the Text tells/us OE? Rams, and the La- 

| 2 ting 


Hit, 12,18. 
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tine Commotus : The King was troubled and much mo- 
ved, and went up to the Chamber over the Gate,where 
Judgment was adminiſtred, and wept, and ſaid, O my: 
Son Abſalom, my Son, my Son ; and-refuſed: to be com- 
forted for his death ;- nay he wiſhed death had been 
ſubje& to a miſtake, and took him inſtead of this Te- 
bellious Viper, who ſought the uſurpation of the King-. 
dom and Death of his Parent. And-if a: Son was 1o 
dear to David, how dear muſt he beunto God :- And 
conſequently,what a Noble and Royal Gift muſt this be 
of our Heavenly Father 2 

It had been too great an Honour to have diſpatched 
unto us the meaneſt ' Servant in his Heavenly Court to 
viſit us; or-if he had deputed anIlluſtrious Seraphim 
to proclaim to the World, That He, who is King of 
Kings, the Great God of Heaven and Earth; would be re- 
conciled to his Rebellious Subjefts: Should we not have been 
ſtartled at the news of ſuch a Meſſage? How much 
more then, when he ſends his Son, the Prince and $o- 
veraign of the ;zHeavenly Hoſt to be had in no reputati- 
on, and take upon him the form of a Servant.  » 


But then 2: 4 It was his own Son,and ot anothers; 
d 


He was not an Adopted Son, who raiſed himſelf by his 
merits tothe Title of the Son of God, as Photinus and 
his Followers. would have perſwaded the World ; but 
he was God of very God, and Light of very Light :- Or 
was it his Son by Nuncupation and name only, as 0- 
thers did imagine,but his own Son, for otherwiſe we de- 
ſtroy our belief of the Trinity, and conclude the FatheF 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt , not three Diſtin& Perſons but 
Names. : : 

Therefore 34ly. It was the only begotten Son of* God, 
conceived in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, by the 
powerful overſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Here 


Laps d Man.. 
oY _ Hereis Lovein its Zenith, the Son in whom his fout 
re was well-pleaſed , Nay, his only eguoons Son. 

T! This is that great Miſtery the Apoltle ſpeaks of, God 
n- manifeſted in the: Fleſh ; where we :may behold the E- 
N ternal Father giving up- his only Son” in behalf of Man- 
&- kind polluted and depraved by corruption, vitiated' by 
:M ſin, diſobedient to his Lord, and inſolent to his King ; 
o a Worm, and no Man, « poor {cantling of putrifa&ion, 
d and a prey for the never-dying Worm to feed upon. 
Ee How well therefore 1s it ſtiled'a Miſtery, that a God 

moſt perfe& in himſelf, who ftood in no need or want, 
d ſhould love ſo forlorn a Creature (by 'reaſon: of his ſin) 


0 at ſuch vaſt and great diſtances from him, who could 
n do him: {mall ſervice and ſtand him in little ſtead. 

f Yet ſtill this immenſe-Being, hath,. out of his Infi- 
e- nite Buunty, given-us the dear production of himſelf, 
n coeternal, conſubſtantial, and equal, to the' Father in 


h reſpeC of his God-head, though inferiour to the Father 


) as touching his Man-hood 3. God and Man, aProblem ,. 
i- whoſe ſolution puzzleth all the Reaſon humanity: poſs. 


{eſſethaRiddle-which cannot be unfolded but by Faith. 
Did we not behold.it through that PerſpeQive, but 
employ our reafon to conſider it, we:ſhould as ſoon 


Corporeity, as to believe immortality incarnate, ſpiri- 
tuality turn'd- x and the.:infinite Ocean of goodneſs 
in ſo{malla Veſlel. 1 wn 129] 


& Creatures, was the effe&t of an Almighty Power, that 


nd | Io T7 Yr + May 


munch moreadmirable. | 


Man ſhould be:made after the Image. of God:;- wonder- 
fulenough, but that God: ſhould beimade like Man, is. 


''Þ 


1 Tim. 3. 16«- 


conclude to the Suns Union with a Clod,or a Thoughts. 


The. compoſure of the World; andthe variety of | 


*Fwas a greater demonſtration-.of his Omnipotency, pj 
that God ſhould be, made alike Creature, thaw: his for-- 
mation: 


God's Love:td 


tation of:all Creatures, Immortality put. on Mota. 
lity, and-[acorruprion dreficd in the garments of Cor- 
tuftight cf 21] 9:14, MEAS699110% | 
, Ie read that the Ark of the Covenant was overlaid 
with Gold;whilt Shittim wood was in the madit, which 
wasto; Typifie Chrifts> Humanity decked and adorned 
withthis God-head. - 24: TIER | 
- A Myteery ſo fruitful in Miracles,. that natural Rea- 
ſon-cannot comprehend them. Nature was: ſtopt as-to 
the refult: of an huimane ſubſiſtence, in whole place was 
intimately applyed the Perſonaliry of the Divine Word, 
and this infinite: ſubfiftence was adorned with graces , 
virtues; 'and privileges ſuperiment. | 
Doſt thou wonder to lee the Sea divided and itand 
upon an'iheap z, come here then and admire this bound- 
leſs Ocean contained in:the narrow Veſlel of a Virgins 
Body's Doft thou wonder to {ee the Buſh in the midſt 
of hungry Fire and not conſumed, behold a Virgin, the 
Mother of a Son, and yet her Virginity ſpotleſs andun- 


defiled 2. Doſt'thou wonder to ſee'a Hoſes preſerved 
ina Cradle of Bull-ruſhes, behold the-King | of Heaven 
in a Manger 2 Was .it ſtrange to ſee the Sungo back 
on the Dial of haz, how marvcllous then is it, to ſee 
the true Sun, Light of very Light, under a ſmall cloud, 
and the _—_ Candle of Heaven . put under a 


Buſhel + thou wonde? the Bread of Life: became 
Fleſh, look into the Sacrament of his Supper, and. fee 
how he can;turna his: Body and Bloud into Bread and 
Wine tonouriſh the Souls of Men « Doft thou-wonderVÞ 
at the Wiſdom of Solomon, loagreater:ithan Solomon is 
here. How didthe Wiſdom: of God become. fooliſh- 
neſs for us, and the Word it {elf ſpeechleſs: Ad He 
who is our God, is He not alſo our Brother + Rouze: up thy 
{elf then, O my dull andfordid foul, mount up thy ſelf 


even 


ps MT % OD 9y 


Lapsd Man, 
evert tothe Heavens above, flighting the thingsof the 
World, as droſs and dung, if Com d: «ith the honour- 
able Title of being the Son of G 

Many an expreſs had been ſent- uneo us: from the 
Court of. Heaven by thoſe-winged Embaſſadours, the 
Angels , 'Bat-Oh intinite mercy |' He now:ſends his Z& 
gat a. latere , | his Son:from' his boſom; 'expeting he 
would be mort honourably treated by us: But alas !. 
how did we entertain-him 2 *Tis true he had his brows. 
encircled with a Crown; but'it was of Thorns. 

"Tis true, he wasaKingz but annoihted with'his own. 
bloud ; or 'as theEvangetical Propherſtiles him, « King 
of ſorrows : 'Tistrne, he had a Purple Robe, but it was 
of deriſfion. 


Tis true, he had a Bed-chamber, but it was's Stable'#? 


| *tis true, he had a Cradle; but itt-was 4 Mangerito'$om- 


pleat the ſaying-whieh- was -wtitten; The Oxe lodged” 
with bis. owk:r; aud the: Aſt" add w Bey were bontent - 
with the {ame Crib. ' 

.Was he an: Jſaac, « Sdnof tainghrr, or rather, vi - 
dolorum, a'tman of griefs © Was: Heolothed! in his dreſs 
of Majeſty ? or: die he diſguiſe himdblf in (Purples and. 
Furrs, Nine heimight enzo oyeulolardagiden all the Nas 
tions of the Earth : or-rather; was he'norclothed with : 
ſhame and diſhonour *' Did'not Heav*n;' nay the God: 
- Heavy? ndeſcend eo Earth, has Earth mighvaſcengro. 

eaven. ' *F; 113 | 

Et road with Tiibsns) Obleſfed* 

,yetthou' wouldftnet frown We did chain tlioſe 

; whichithou didſt firecoh forth toembrace' thy 
or We and- thoſe who. continually: provoke thee - 
towrath;- kh nt ſane up pals 
many, whowere'r 


FE Slofv 21s ? t og fl; bot gffo1vg *Heir- 


God's Love to 
their bloudy hands ; Oh! moſt compaſſionate Son ofthe 


What ſhall we render unto thee for all thy mercies -:. 


How ſhall we pay-our acknowledgements 2 whom ſhall 
we love? to whom ſhall we refign our Wills and 
ways;but-unto thee,and the Father of mercies who hath. 
notthought the gift of his Son too great to confer Wpour 
us? Oh bleſled Incarnation! oh happy day! never will we 
forget thee, but entirely devote our ſelves to his ſervice 
and worſhip, who hath this day called us to be his 
Son by adoption, ſettle our affeQions and' confirm us 
inthis our reſglution; that by the influence. of thy Holy. 
Spirit we may'obtain the end-and purpoſe of thy Incar- 
nation, everlaſting. | 

ty Which is the laſt te-beconſidered. ' '_ 
And the wofds are. eafie to be underſtood, for: by 
Ts 6 m5*vo! "1s meant whoſoever ſhall receive and o-' 
bey the doQtrine of his' Goſpel, and frame his life ac» 
cording to the rules thereof, precmnTa ſhall not-periſh 
but be reſcued from eternal-death, and made partaker 
of eternal. life, but on the contrary,if we diſown him, 
and reje& his; rules, we ſhall ;receive'.no benefits by. 
the [merits of his death and Paſſion, for- though Hea- 
ven ſhould become a deſart, yet he will not people 
it with perſons refraQory and diſobedient, but- the 
ſentence of the firſt Curſe ſhall not be repealed, but 
ſtill hold valid and of force , for if they wilt work. 
their own -deſtruftion by. refuſing to lay hold on 
Chriſt, this | inconveniency| happens unto them, not, 
from the inefficacy of Chriſts Fitisfadkion, ora defe& 
of his commiſeration, and goodne(fs' towards: his Crea» 
tures, but fromtheir own.default, becauſe as.the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks # ex deny him by moms they Were bought. DG 
_; He purchaſed the fouls of the whole World, mm if 

ey 


they will not accept of ſucha Ranſom by believing on 
him, and regulating their wills, by his will , they 
may be damned though he was offered up a Sacrifice 


-y 


Laps'd Man. 


for them ; thus the Apoſtle tells us, thy Brother peri 
for whom Chriſt died, 


For he die 


to his word. 


For though the Sun was placed in the Firmament of 
Heaven, that the whole World -might be cheriſhed by 
the influence of its heat and light, yet how many are 
there to whom it is not much beneficial?for are there not 


ſome of ſoreſerv*'d and melancholy a diſpoſition, that 
they are more affeted with darkneſs,upon which ac- 
count they creep into Grots. and Holes to hide them- 
ſelves from the glory of his Beams. | 
In like .manner, light came into the World, and 
was offer*d up for the 75 ««.92\ixauanc', Catholick good 
of all,but ſome loving darkneſs rather then light, keep 


ſiſti 


periſh, but have everlaſting life, which is beſt inter- zx4. 
preted by that curt, yet full expreſſion of St. Parl, he 


themſelves baricadoed from his dens influence re- 


the light of faith, for otherwiſe he ſhould not 


is the author of eternal ſalvation unto all them that obey 


him. 


. The Kingdom: of Heaven is ſhut up againſt none , 


thou 


for t 


h 


h ſome are {vo unhappy as to exclude themſelves, 
ey are ſo far degenerated into Brutes, that nei- 


ther the dreadful apprehenſions of an angry God, « 
conſuming fire, or Worm that never dyes can frighten 
them into obedience,' or can the invitatory Charms 
of Holy things allure them thereunto, or laſtly, can 


the modeſt: ſhame of a baſe and ignoble ation move - 


them ; for like ill-diſtempered bodies they convert all 
K Kan 


whole- 


for all, yet thoſe only receive the privi- 
ledges thereof, who believe on him by their obedience 


65 
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wholſome food into their own. corrupted: humours, 
ſaying unto God depart from ws, we defire not the” know-. 
ledge of his ways: who i the Almighty that me ſhould ſerve. | 
hins?- or what. benefit ecernes to us, if we prey to him? _ 
Firſt. they abhor the knowledge of his mays and” com-. 
214ndwents, becaule they are contrary and ſpeak againſt 
their works. ' ery og 2h | 
Secondly, They refuſe ſubmiſſion to his power, per- 
ſwading themſelves he is not Almighty, becauſe ſentence _ 
is not executed ſpeedily, but he is Mercifl, Long-ſuffer- 
ing and Gracioms. we | 
And then laſtly, They will not pray vw#0 him, becauſe 
they would ask that which is ſoa repugnant to his ſu- 
preme wiſdom and goodneſs, that they know he will 
not anſwer their petitions. W | 
So that in ſhort; it is through themſelves they periſh 
and.. come not to bliſs and glory, becauſe they decline 


the preſence of God, ſhutting | VP all thc avenues of 


* 


faith and charity, through w 

unto. them, | | | | Wife 
For God hath engaged his word not. to be inexoxable;.. 

. and the Creator hath proteſted and {worn that it is 
far fromhis thoughts to delight himſelf ;n the deſtru- 
Qtion of his Creature, wat 1 EL © 

| For canthecharity ofa grave and ſober perſon upoa 
earth; pray for-the converſionand ſalvation of all Wa- 
tions, and what * ſhall thecharity of Chriſt be limat-. M- 
ed, or will they raviſh him of his eG: No, ve i 
rily, he would have none to periſh; but upon their fab- 

A he will embrace-them-with the arms"of his ./ 
mercy» receive them for his own, Children'by Adopei- 

. on, give them the bleſſings: of 'cternal life, 'and:make 
them partakers of his everlaſting Kingdom. ' -' ''' 

Seeing then this was the end and drift of Chriſts 1n- 


God hath dealt thus: | with 
oma Oy nr to romver- 
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eſteemed 


How wm va of BORG our fs fnce God back 
chought'-us worthy-to be. eftcomed--of -h 
us remember, this a 10W 'tharwe #r 
How © We26 taks ee 1 
fr thar fleſh wherein Go aims 
For whatars erhetimar 
bis Son, if there} benot 
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? Was it not his | 1% { 33.1 
be like him* Was;06- ; 54 ; 
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> rondithe ach UyS- 
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nation of:all Creatures. Immortality put; on. Morta- 
lity, and:[lacorruprion -dreficd in the garments of Cor- 
YUPTGN, of | ' 1:4 | 
| LY read that the Ark of the Covenant was overlaid 
with Gold;whilt Shittum wodd was in the madft, which 
wasto Typifie Chrifts> Humanity decked and adorned 
witlthis God-head. - - C3! 4 
- A Mytery ſo fruitfulin Miracles, that natural Rea- 
ſon-cannot comprehend 'them. Nature was ſtopt as-ito 
the reſult: of an huimane ſubſiſtence; in whole place was 
intimately applyed the Perſonality of the Divine Word, 
and this infinite: ſubfiftence was adorned with graces , 
virtues, and privileges ſuperiment. — 
Doſt thou wonder to {ee the Sea divided and itand 
upon an heap z, come here then and admire this bound- 
leſs Ocean contained in;the narrow Veſſel of a Virgins 
Body's Doft thou wonder to ſee the Buſh in the midit 
of hungry Fire and not conſumed, behold a Virgin, the 
Mother of a Son, and yet her Virginity {potleſs and/un- 
defiled 2 . Doſt:'thou wonder to ſee.a Hoſes preſerved 
ina Cradle of Bull-ruſhes, behold the-King | of Heaven 
in a Manger © Was .it ſtrange to ſee the Sungo back 
on the Dial of Ahaz, how marvcllous then is it, to fee 
thetrue Sun, Light of very Light, under a ſmall cloud, 
and the moſt glorious Candle of Heaven . put under a 
Buſhel * Datt thou wondef the Bread of Life: becami 
Fleſh, look into the Sacrament of his Supper, and. fee 
how he can ;turn his: Body and Bloud into Bread and 


Wine tonourifh the Souls of Men « Doft thou wonder# 


at the Wiſdom of Solomon, loa greater ithan Solomoy is 
here, \ How did the Wiſdom of God became. fooliſh- 
neſs for us, and the Word it ſelf ſpeechleſs: Aud He 
who 1s our God, is He not alſo our Brother t Rouze:up'th 
{elf then, O my dull and{ordid foul, mount up thy ſe 


even 
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